[image: image1.png]A

(t13) Christadelphian Bible Mission









The Devil and Satan – Who or What are They?
Lesson 6
Difficult devil passages

So we have seen that when the Bible talks about the devil, it is NOT talking of a fallen angel who is trying to make us sin. There are some verses that seem to teach this so let us look at them carefully and see what they are really teaching us.

The word devil means to falsely accuse or slander someone. Falsely accuse means to say someone has done something when they haven’t or that what someone is saying is not true. Slander means to speak badly about someone so that others will judge them wrongly. The word devil is not a name. It is a general term that can be used to describe humans, or anything that acts in this way. Look at these verses from the AV version of the Bible:

	1 Timothy 3:11
	‘their wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober minded...

	2 Timothy 3:3
	‘for people will be  ... heartless, unappeasable, slanderous ...‘

	Titus 2:3
	‘older women likewise are to be reverent in behaviour, not slanderers ...‘


This word slanderers is the same as the word devil. So people, women, wives are all called a devil in these verses because of the things they are saying.

We have seen that devil or satan can represent a group of people who show this characteristic — in I Peter 5:8 and Revelation 2:10 the Romans are called the devil because they were falsely accusing and slandering the Christians.

But the main use of the word devil is to describe our sinful nature, our evil desires. Lets look at some New Testament devil verses (there are none in the Old Testament!) and work out what the word devil is describing from the context and from other scriptures.

	Matthew 4:1-11
	‘then Jesus was led by the spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil’


If we look closely at this passage we can see that it is not a literal description of what happened to Jesus in the wilderness

(a) The devil takes Jesus to a high mountain so he can see all the kingdoms of the world in their future glory. There is no mountain on earth where you can see all the kingdoms of the world. To see kingdoms in their future glory means to see what they will be like in the Kingdom when Jesus has returned. This is impossible to see physically, it must have been a vision or in the mind of Jesus.

(b) We are told that he was tempted in the wilderness, not on top of the temple or up a mountain. He must have been taken to these places either in a vision or in his mind. If he was taken to the highest part of the temple and this really happened, then there would have been people who would have seen him as there were always people in the temple.

(c) Only God has the power to give the Kingdoms to Christ (Daniel 4:32) — we never read of God giving this power to a devil. Jesus would know that a fallen angel didn’t have this power so it would be no temptation to him, but it was a temptation for Jesus who had power himself to become a king now and not to go through all the suffering that he knew must come first. Jesus knew that the people wanted to make him king and that he could have become very powerful and helped the people, but he knew that this was not God’s will. Read John 6:15.

It is much easier to understand the devil as being a picture of what is happening in the mind of Jesus. We are told that Jesus was ‘tempted in a/I points like we are’ (Hebrews 4:15), and in James 1:14 we are told that we are tempted by our own evil desires that cause us to sin. Mark 7:21-23 tells us that our evil thoughts come from within, not from outside us. So Jesus was tempted by his own evil desires. If Jesus knew that an evil angel was trying to cause him to sin, and then the evil angel appeared and started suggesting these things, wouldn’t it be much easier for Jesus to reject these suggestions? But if these temptations were coming from the human nature that Jesus had, they would be much harder to fight against because they would be with him all the time.

Also if we believed that the devil has no respect for Gods word, what would be the point in Jesus quoting scripture at him? But we can understand that Jesus, after not eating for 40 days and nights, would be tempted to misuse God’s word (as we all can do) to fulfil his desires. Psalm 119:9-11 shows what Jesus was doing to fight the temptation — he knew Gods word so well, that whenever the thought of sinning came into his mind he quickly thought of the scripture that stopped him sinning.

Jesus had only just been baptised and received the Holy Spirit. Notice that it is God who leads him into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil! Why would God and an evil angel be working together against Jesus? But we know that God does put us in situations of testing to see how we will react —God was seeing how Jesus would use his new powers — would he use them selfishly by producing food for himself or just for the work of God; would he try and convert Israel by displays of divine power or try and avoid the agony of the cross — or would he humbly walk to the cross because this was the will of God. How tempting it must have been for Jesus to try and avoid the suffering ahead of him — but he resisted these temptations.

It says that the devil left him for a season’ in verse 11. We never read that the devil tempted Jesus again in the gospels, yet we know that he was tempted through his whole mortal life on earth, right up until he died. His human nature and evil desires were in him for the whole of this time, until he crucified them on the cross and killed the devil inside him.

	John 6:70
	‘did I not choose you, the twelve? And yet one of you is a devil. He spoke of Judas for he was going to betray him’

Judas is called a devil because he betrays Jesus, he falsely accuses him.

	James 4:7
	‘Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you


We need to read this verse in context. Verses 1-2 talk of the lusts that are at war inside us, our devil. Verse 6 talks of pride which we know comes from our evil desires (Galatians 5:19, Mark 7:21-23). We are then told to resist the devil and he will flee from us. This is true — we will find that if we try really hard and make an effort to stop the evil thoughts that come into our mind, then they do decrease. Take lust as an example. If a man is having evil thoughts about having sex with a woman who is not his wife, these thoughts will increase and become more difficult to fight if that man keeps looking at the woman or looking at pictures of her, even spending time alone with her. When these evil thoughts come we need to pray and remind ourselves of the Bibles teaching about what we are thinking. By doing this we will not be encouraging these evil thoughts, and slowly they will go away if we keep fighting the thoughts each time they come. We are told to ‘wash our hands and purify our hearts’ which means we need to stop touching things that can make us sin and stop thinking about things that can make our hearts full of evil. We need to change and repent from these ways. By filling our minds with the word of God we will be able to clean our hearts and minds from the evil thoughts. Also read Ephesians 5:26, John 17:17, Psalm 119:9-11.

	John 8:44
	‘you are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your fathers desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character for he is a liar and the father of lies’


Remember that the Bible personifies many ideas (like sin, wisdom, money.). Jesus is talking to the Jewish leaders who were trying to kill Jesus. Jesus says they are ‘of your father the devil’. To believe this literally we would have to believe that the devil has children like a man and woman have children, so we can see that this is not literal. Being ‘of your father the devil’ is meant in the sense that the Jewish leaders were being deceivers and false accusers which is what the word devil means. Children copy the behaviour of their parents. If the parents steal then the children learn to steal. They continue the family behaviour. If Abraham really was the father of the Jewish leaders they would copied and shown his faithful behaviour. But they were showing the behaviour of all other humans and being unfaithful to God. They were following their sinful nature which is the devil.

	Ephesians 6:10-13
	‘put on the full armour of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms’


Read this chapter carefully and you will see that again Paul is speaking in parable language. ‘Put on the full armour of God he says. Why? So that you can fight the enemy. But when we read what the armour is made of, it is ‘the breastplate of righteousness, shield of faith, the sword of the spirit which is the word of God’ (verses 14-17). This is a parable. In verse 12 he tells us that we are not fighting against a real soldier, a man made of flesh and blood like you and me. This is a parable which is explaining something spiritual to us. So what are we really fighting against?

a. Rulers and authorities 

These words mean people with power like the president of a country and their government. The words are used in Luke 12:11 for magistrates, or in Luke 20:20 for the ‘power and authority of the governor’. In Titus 3:1 we are told to be subject to ‘rulers and authorities’ meaning those who were making laws and rules.

b. Against the powers of this dark world

Darkness in the Bible describes the world that we live in, a world that does not respect God or follow His commands. It is ruled by human nature because the governments and leaders do things for selfish reasons. They are not concerned about doing things God’s way.

c. Against spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms

We are told in Ephesians that we are in the ‘heavenly realms’ after baptism. This means that we are no longer concerned with the things of the earth but have lifted our minds to think about Godly things. We become joined spiritually to Jesus, who is in heaven, and so we are part of his church. The spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms are the church rulers who are against the true Christians. They are more dangerous than the dark world because they are pretending to be light, pretending to be righteous.

These are all called the ‘devil’s schemes’ in verse 11 because they are slandering or falsely accusing the true believers, and as Christians we have to be ready to stand up against anyone who does this to us.

In the book of Acts we read about Paul visiting the church in Ephesus. When he left them he warned them about both of these dangers, the authorities in the world and of the false leaders in the church. 

	Acts 20:29, 30
	‘I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them’


Not only would there be persecution from OUTSIDE the church from the magistrates and Roman authorities, but also from WITHIN the church from among the Christians, people who would try and lead the true believers away. We have examples of this now in Christianity where religious leaders are leading true believers away from Bible teaching. When Paul later writes to the church in Ephesus he again warns them about these two things - against the powers of this dark world and against spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Read Ephesians 6:10—13.

Let us conclude by summarising all of the key points that we have looked at in this booklet...

Some major reasons NOT to believe the devil is a fallen angel

1. In the Old Testament, there is very little mention of satan and the devil, and yet all through the pages of the Old Testament there is sin! God is always warning the people to repent of their sin and to turn back to Him, but he NEVER warns them about the devil. Read through Judges, Kings and the books of the prophets and the warnings from God — you will never find a warning against the devil, a fallen angel who is leading them astray. Read the book of Proverbs, full of wisdom in how we should live our life and not a mention of the devil. Even Adam and Eve were never warned of a fallen angel who would try and deceive them — they were warned about themselves! Read Genesis 2:16-1 7 ‘but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die’. Adam and Eve were the only ones who had the power to eat of the tree or to not eat of it. Surely God would have warned them if there was an evil angel waiting to tempt them?

2. The book of Romans is a letter that explains all about sin, where it comes from, the consequences of sin and how we need to fight it. Nowhere in the book of Romans is the devil mentioned. Now if God really wanted us to understand about the devil and how to fight it, surely this would be the book where if would be explained to us!? Romans describes in great detail the fight that we face as Christians, the fight between flesh and spirit, the fight against our human nature —the devil does not come into it at all. The word satan appears once in the last chapter, but this is NOT when it is talking about sin — it is from chapter 16 which is a list of greetings to the brothers and sisters in the Roman church (this verse is explained on pages 11 and 12).

3. The Bible teaches us that God creates good AND evil (Isaiah 45:7). The word ‘evil’ here means disaster not sin. Look at these other verses that also teach us that God puts suffering into our lives — Amos 3:6, Micah 1:12, Job 1:21, 2:10 and 42:11. Why would God let us suffer, even MAKE us suffer? The answer is given in Hebrews 12:5-11. Our suffering and problems are for a PURPOSE — they are to develop our faith. We don’t suffer because there is a supernatural devil who is let loose in the earth. We suffer because God is training us, disciplining us, teaching us how to turn to him in times of trouble. This is a wonderfully comforting thing. We have a loving God who desires us to be in His Kingdom, a God who is gently leading us through life and trials so that we can develop His character. We do not have to fear a fallen angel who enjoys seeing us suffer; God is in control of our lives. We are not caught in the middle of a power battle between God and an evil angel.

When we understand that sin comes from man alone and that God is the one who creates disaster and suffering, there is no need for the devil — there is nothing left for him to do!!

4. Nowhere in the Bible are we taught that heavenly angels sin, The passages that people use to show that the devil was thrown out of heaven do NOT teach this. If they are read carefully in their context we can see that they are not teaching this at all.

5. We cannot blame an evil angel for our sin. We sin because of the evil desires that come from our heart — we sin because we want to and because we are responsible for it, we will be punished for it. It is easier to disobey God and follow our natural desires, than it is to stop our natural desires and obey Him. The devil that we are asked to fight is ourselves. There is no need for an evil angel to tempt us as well!

6. Many civilisations have believed in two forces of power — a good one and a bad one. The Babylonians were no different — they believed in a supernatural devil, a force of evil that was fighting against the good god and his people. These false beliefs from surrounding nations must have been growing in the Israelite nation too, because God uses much of the book of Isaiah to show that the Babylonian teachings were not true. Isaiah 45:5-7 ‘I am the LORD, and there is no other; apart from me there is no God ... I form the light and create darkness   for I am God and there is no other’. The Hebrew word for God here is ‘El’ meaning strength or source of power. There is no other strength or source of power other than the true God in heaven. There is no evil angel with powers.

7. Hebrews 2:14 tells us that Jesus destroyed the devil by his death. When we look at other scriptures that tell us what Jesus destroyed, they do not show in any way that Jesus killed a fallen angel, but that he destroyed his own human nature and the power of death that comes from sin.

8. Churches say that the devil is a fallen angel who God threw out of heaven. They believe that God then gave this angel power and permission to persecute and tempt His people. Why would God give status and position back to someone that He had thrown out of heaven? This makes no sense.

9. There are difficult verses about the devil in the Bible. We have looked very carefully at them in this booklet and we have seen that they do not teach that the devil is a fallen angel thrown out of heaven who is deceiving the true believers. We may not fully understand what these verses mean but just because we don’t understand something does not mean we can use it to preach something that is not true. We must make sure that our interpretation or explanation of these verses is supported by the rest of the Bible’s teaching.


So, don’t fear this devil that other Christians are teaching about, instead fight the devil inside YOU — the human, evil desires that make you sin against God. Use the power of God’s word. Read it, remember it and use it to fight the wrong thoughts that come to your mind, the desires of your heart. Psalm 119:9-11, James 1:22.
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