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The Devil and Satan – Who or What are They?
Lesson 5
How did Jesus fight the devil?

This is essential to understand because we are told that the mission of Jesus was to destroy the devil!! We must understand what the Biblical devil is to understand why Jesus came!!

	1 John 3:8
	‘the reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work’

	Hebrews 2:14
	‘since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity (flesh and blood) so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death — that is, the devil — and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death’


Let us look more closely at these verses to see HOW Jesus destroyed the devil. Read Hebrews 2:14.

We will look at this verse line by line.

‘him who holds the power of death — that is, the devil’

What does this mean? If the devil has the power of death, does he choose who lives and dies? No — God has the power over death and life.

	Deuteronomy 32:39
	‘See now that I myself am He! There is no god besides me, I put to death and I bring to life, I have wounded and I will heal, and no-one can deliver out of my hand’


God gave Adam and Eve life, God creates all of us in the womb of our mother, God gave the punishment of death for those that sin. God holds the power of death. So what does this mean — that the devil holds the power of death? Nowhere in the Bible do we read that God gave this power to the devil. These verses explain.

	Romans 6:23
	‘For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord’

	James 1:15
	‘then after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown gives birth to death’


If we sin, then we die. Death is the punishment for sin. We can only NOT die, by NOT sinning. So SIN has the power of death, because without sin there is no death.

the DEVIL is sin, or the evil desires that make us sin

Let’s look at the next line...

‘he (Jesus) too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him (the devil)’

Instead of ‘their humanity the AV version says he shared their ‘flesh and blood’. Jesus was a man, just like us. Hebrews 4:15 says that he was tempted in all points like us. He wasn’t made like the angels, he was a man born of a woman. The reason why God created Jesus was so that he could overcome sin and bring salvation. Now why would God make His son a man if his work was to destroy a mighty fallen angel with supernatural powers? It doesn’t make sense. Surely God would have made His son more powerful than a fallen angel if it was his work to destroy it. This verse does say that Jesus destroyed the devil, but he destroyed it by DYING! How could a man DYING destroy a powerful fallen angel? And if Jesus destroyed the devil when he died, why is the devil still around deceiving people? Read on for the answer

We can only understand this verse if we truly understand what the devil is. The devil is a word that describes our evil desires, our sinful nature. Jesus was made as a man with evil desires and sinful nature. He never sinned but shared our nature and was capable of sinful desires that he had to fight against. He was tempted, but he never gave in to those temptations. Jesus destroyed his own devil. He overcame the evil desires that he had, and by doing that, he defeated them.

Remember in the Garden of Gethsemane, ‘not my will but yours’ is what Jesus prayed to God. He didn’t want to go through a painful crucifixion, but these were natural feelings for him to have being a man. That is why he says ‘not MY will but yours’ because he realised that his thoughts were not what God wanted. When Jesus was finally crucified, he had won the battle against the devil. He could no longer be tempted to sin because he was dead. He had managed to live his life by NEVER giving into the evil desires inside of him. And because he had never sinned, the punishment of death could not hold him in the grave and he was raised from the dead. Jesus had destroyed the devil, the power of sin.

Jesus had to have human nature to do this because it is only inside humans that the devil exists!! We all have to fight the devil inside us. We all have to fight the evil desires that are making us sin. That is why the devil is still alive — we all have the devil inside US. Jesus destroyed the devil in himself and by destroying the devil in him, he has taken away the power of death that the devil had over him. Even though Jesus destroyed his flesh, he didn’t destroy ours so we still die because we sin. BUT if we are baptised into Jesus, our sins can be forgiven and when Jesus returns we will be given everlasting life when our flesh is destroyed. Death will have no more power over us.

This is the gospel message, the good news. We MUST understand the Biblical devil to understand the true gospel.

the devil is our human nature

Let us compare Hebrews 2:14 with some other verses to show that this is true.
	Hebrews 2:14
	Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death —that is, the devil’

	Romans 8:3
	For what the law was powerless to do, in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man


Jesus was a man with sinful human nature. He died (as a sin offering, which is a sacrifice) and by doing this, he condemned SIN. This means that he ended the power of sin which is everlasting death. Hebrews 2:14 says that he destroyed the devil. Romans 8:3 says that he condemned sin. These are saying the same thing. The devil is a picture or a personification of sin.
	Hebrews 9:26
	The Christ would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the world, but now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself


This verse tells us the same as Romans 8:3 — that Jesus would ‘do away with sin’ by his death. When we put all of these verses together, Hebrews 2:14, Romans 8:3 and Hebrews 9:26, we can see that they are all talking about the same thing. Jesus died to ‘do away with’ sin, which means he died to destroy the devil.
	1 John 3:8
	‘He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work’

	Compare this with 1 John 3:5
	‘But you know that he (the Son of God) appeared so that he might take away our sins’


These verses tell us that the reason Jesus appeared or was created by God was to destroy the devils work or to take away our sins. These are the same thing!!

The works of the devil = sin

The devil = the evil desires that make us sin
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