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The Devil and Satan – Who or What are They?
Lesson 4
Genesis 3

We have seen that the devil or satan is not described in the Old Testament as a fallen angel, but what about the serpent in Genesis 3? Usually Revelation 12 is used to show that the serpent in the garden of Eden was ‘that ancient serpent called the devil or satan who leads the whole world astray}’, but we have seen that Revelation 12 cannot be used to talk about something that happened before the creation of the world. So, Revelation 12 is not telling us that the serpent in Genesis 3 is an evil angel or is controlled by an evil angel. Let us look closely at Genesis 3 and see what the serpent really is.

GENESIS 3:1-6 (read the whole chapter carefully)

1. Genesis does not introduce the serpent as the devil or a fallen angel. The words devil, satan and fallen angel are not used in Genesis at all. Why wouldn’t God want us to know who our great enemy is? If a fallen angel was the enemy in the garden, then God would have warned Adam and Eve about it. Look who God does warn Adam about

2. God warns Adam against himself not a devil. Genesis 2:16, 17 ‘of every tree of the garden YOU may freely eat; but of the tree ... YOU shall not eat of it; for in the day that YOU eat of it, YOU will surely die’. Notice the emphasis on YOU! Adam had the power to sin. He had the power to eat or not eat. He had the power to disobey or obey. Adam had to be aware of himself, nothing else, just himself. He alone had the choice to sin. So the desires Adam had, to please himself and sin against God, were the enemy that he had to be aware of and fight against.

3. What are we told about the serpent?

(a) The serpent was a ‘beast of the field — God had said that all the beasts of the field had been created ‘very good’ by God. We are given no reason to believe that the serpent was created at a different time from the other beasts, or in another way.

(b) The serpent was ‘more subtle’ than the other beasts — subtle just means wise which is a good thing. We are told to be ‘as wise as serpents’ (Matthew 10:16)!

(c) The serpent is judged for what it does (3:14). We see the physical effects of its punishment today, just like we can see the evidence of painful childbirth and death today (the punishments of Adam and Eve). Serpents ~g crawl on their bellies today. God does not speak to the devil, he directs his punishment at the serpent and we know that the serpent’s curse was carried out. God does not acknowledge the existence of a fallen angel or devil at all.

4. In fact, there is NOTHING in Genesis that makes us think that the serpent is a fallen angel — to read this into Genesis is adding extra information into the text. The only passage that would make us think this is Revelation 12, which we have already seen cannot be talking about things before the creation of the world. The serpent was a beast of the field that God had created; it was not a dragon with 7 heads or a fallen angel.

5. We know that Paul and Jesus both took Genesis chapters 1—3 literally because they both quoted from the passage (Jesus in Matthew 19:5-6 and Paul in 2 Corinthians 11:3). Neither of them suggests that the serpent was really a devil in disguise. If there is nothing to make us think that this is a symbolic passage, should we take it symbolically or literally? The answer is literally.

6. Romans 5:12 tells us that ‘by one man sin entered into the world and death by sin’. It was not the serpent who did the first sin, it was man. We have to accept what Romans is telling us because it is God’s word.

So where does sin come from?

Sin is doing anything that disobeys God. So if it is not a devil who makes us sin, where does sin come from? The word devil is used as a picture to describe our evil desires, our human nature. This is what we are fighting against, not a fallen angel. Look carefully at these verses from all over the Bible. They teach us that sin comes from INSIDE us...

	Mark 7:18-23
	‘don’t you see that nothing that enters a man from the outside can make him ‘unclean’ ... what comes out of a man is what makes him ‘unclean’, for from within, out of men’s hearts come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils come from inside and make a man ‘unclean”

	Genesis 8:21
	never again will I curse the ground because of man, even though every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood’

	Genesis 6:5
	‘the LORD saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time — the LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth

	Jeremiah17:9,10
	‘The heart is deceitful above all things, and beyond cure. Who can understand it? I the LORD search the heart and examine the mind, to reward a man according to his conduct, according to what his deeds deserve’

	Psalm 51:5
	‘surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me’

	James 1:14
	‘but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death’

	James 4:1-7
	‘what causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that battle within you? ... resist the devil (these desires!), and he will flee from you’

	Ecclesiastes 9:3
	‘This is the evil in everything that happens under the sun —the same destiny overtakes all. The hearts of men, moreover, are full of evil and there is madness in their hearts while they live’

	Galatians 5:19-21
	‘the acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery, idolatry and witchcraft, hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy, drunkenness, orgies and the like’

	Romans 7:18-21
	‘I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. For what I do is not the good I want to do, no, the evil I do not want to do — this I keep on doing. Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. So I find this law at work: when I want to do good, evil is right there with me. For in my inner being I delight in God’s law, but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members. What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?’

	Ephesians 4:17-25
	‘you must no longer live as the Gentiles do... they are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more ... you were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires, but be made new.’
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