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The Devil and Satan – Who or What are They?
Lesson 1

Introduction

All Christians believe in a devil. The devil and Satan are both mentioned many times in the New Testament — but what are they? Most Christians believe that the devil is an angel called Lucifer (another name for him is satan). They believe this angel was the head of all creation, beautiful and powerful, until he became proud. Because of this sin, God threw this evil angel from heaven to earth. Now the devil wanders around the earth deceiving people. God will destroy him in the end, but even now God allows the devil to tempt and deceive people. If Christians give in to the devil, God will not save them.

We want to have a look at what the Bible says - how much of this is true, how much can we find in the scriptures?

The Bible says that the reason Jesus came was to ‘destroy the works of the devil’. Read 1 John 3:8. So it is important that we understand what the Bible devil is so that we can understand the true gospel. We will look at the words devil and satan separately: firstly at what or who satan is in both the Old and New Testaments, then we will consider the devil.

Throughout this booklet we will be using the words literal and symbolic. This is what they mean:

	LITERAL
	means fact, to describe a real situation

	SYMBOLIC
	means symbols or word pictures that represent something else


The Bible quotations used in this leaflet are taken from the New International Version (NIV). When a reference from the Bible is given it will be written like this

Matthew I v 4 - this means the book of Matthew chapter 1 and verse 4

If no book is given and a reference appears in the text it is referring to the book and chapter being discussed.

Satan in the Old Testament

Satan is a Hebrew word that is transferred to the English Bible and not translated. It just means ‘an adversary’, ‘to oppose’ or ‘to be against’. The word itself does not carry anything sinful in it. It has no sinful meaning. There can be adversaries for good or evil.

The word is used many times in the Old Testament but is translated in different ways, sometimes as ‘satan’, but often as ‘adversary’ or ‘opposer’. For example:

	Numbers 22:22,32
	‘But God was very angry when he went, and the angel of the LORD stood in the road to oppose him ... the angel of the LORD asked him, ‘why have you beaten your donkey these three times? I have come here to oppose you because your path is a reckless one before me’


The word oppose here is the same as the word satan. The angel of the LORD is the adversary or satan here — he was stopping or opposing Balaam and his donkey continuing along the road. The angel is a satan.

Here are some other occasions when the word satan occurs and has been translated.

	1 Samuel 29:4
	‘he must not go with us into battle, or he will turn against us during the fighting’

	2 Samuel 19:22
	‘what do you and I have in common, you sons of Zeruiah? This day you have become my adversaries’

	1 Kings 11:14
	‘then the LORD raised up against Solomon an adversary, Hadad the Edomite, from the royal line of Edom’

	1 Kings 11:23,25
	‘Rezin was Israel’s adversary as long as Solomon lived, adding to the trouble caused by Hadad’


In all these examples, and many more, the word for satan has been translated as adversary or to be against someone. By reading the whole passage carefully and we do this by reading the verses that come before and after (this is called the context), we can see that the adversary is either an angel or a man in these passages.

There are a few times when the translators decided to leave the word in its Hebrew form. This happens 4 times in the Old Testament. We will look at each of these in detail to show that the satan mentioned in these passages is just the same as those in the previous passages - it just means an adversary, someone who is against.

1.
Job Chapters 1 and 2

Read carefully the first two chapters of Job now. Who is acting as a satan here? Remember that the translators have chosen to give satan a capital letter. This does not mean that satan is the name of someone. It does not have a capital letter in the original language.

(a) Notice firstly that satan OBEYS God totally. Firstly God tells him to ‘touch all that he hath’ but not to harm Job in any way. Does satan obey? Yes, totally. He does exactly what God tells him. Secondly God tells him he can ‘touch his bone and his flesh’ but that he must not kill Job. And satan obeys again. Is this the work of an evil angel acting against God? No, the angel is working with God.

(b) Notice too that God not only gives satan the permission to do this, but He gives him the power to do it!! Satan could do none of this unless God gave him the power.

(c) Job blames God for his sufferings not satan. Read Job chapter 1:21-22 and 2:10. It says ‘the LORD gave and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD. In all this Job did not sin by charging God with wrong doing.’ This is so important - if Job blamed God but it was satan who was bringing the trouble then Job would be sinning by blaming God. But Job was not sinning because what he said was right. It was God who had done this and Job knew the trouble was for his good spiritually. Again in the last chapter, 42:11, God says the friends comforted Job ‘over all the evil that the LORD had brought upon him’. God had done this to Job, not an evil angel who was against God. (Also read Job 19:21).

(d) If satan was a fallen angel who had been thrown out of heaven, why would he be allowed back in God’s presence? Read Habakkuk 1:13 and Psalms 5:4, 5.

(e) Remember that GOD is the one who creates suffering and evil (evil means disaster or calamity). Read Isaiah 45:7, Amos 3:6, Deuteronomy 32:39. Hebrews 12:5-11 teaches us that God brings us suffering and trials for a PURPOSE - they are to help develop our faith and that is exactly what Job’s suffering did - read Job 42:5 his suffering had brought him closer to God, it had strengthened his relationship with God. James 5:11 tells us the same - God was doing this to Job for a purpose, to make him spiritually stronger.

(f) God uses his angels to bring suffering and trials - read these examples: Psalms 78:42-49 and Exodus 12:23, 2 Samuel 24:17, Acts 12:23. The angels are responsible for bringing ‘evil’ from the LORD. They are working FOR God, not against Him. We also know that the angels are directly involved in our lives, helping us on our walk to His Kingdom (Hebrews 1:14). To understand about angels, read ‘is the devil a fallen angel’ later on.

Satan in Job is just an angel who is working FOR God. He is obeying God. God is testing the faith of Job, to bring him to a closer relationship with Him, and the angels do this work for God. We cannot use Job’s satan to teach that an evil angel was thrown from heaven who tempts and inflicts suffering on people.

2
1 Chronicles 21:1-3

This is an interesting example. Read the verses carefully then read 2 Samuel 24:1-3 and compare the two passages. We see that it is exactly the same story. In Chronicles, it is satan who causes David to number the people. In Samuel, God causes David to number the people. We are being told that God and satan are the SAME! God is acting as a satan towards Israel because they have sinned and he wants to teach them a lesson. God was against Israel at this time.

3.
Psalm 109:6

In the Psalms and Proverbs we have many, many examples of ‘Hebrew parallelism’. This is a poetic way of Hebrew writing that we find all through the Old Testament. The same thing is said twice in a verse but using different words. Here is an example;

‘he shall wash clothes in wine, his garments in blood of grapes’.

Clothes and garments are different words for the same thing, and wine and blood of grapes are different ways for describing the same thing, because wine is made from crushed grapes. So in Psalm 109:6 ‘Satan’ is the same as ‘wicked man’. Notice it does not say wicked angel! We also see the same word used in verses 4, 20 and 29 but this time the translators have put it into English so it says adversary. In this verse, satan just means a wicked man.

4.
Zechariah 3:1, 2

To understand this passage, we have to find out what was happening at this time in Israel’s history. We can do this by reading Ezra 3:2, 3 and 4:1, 5. Zechariah was written at the time of Ezra and Joshua (the High Priest) who had returned to Jerusalem after the Babylonian captivity to help rebuild the temple and bring the people back to God. When we read Ezra we see that they were strongly opposed in this work by a group of Samaritans and Arabs. We can read all about this in Ezra 3:2, 3 and 4:1, 5. So those people who were trying to stop them building the temple were acting as a satan to them.

So, in the Old Testament the word satan is used 4 times and we can see that NONE of them teach us that satan is an evil, fallen angel or that he is working against God.

It seems strange that there is nothing about an evil, fallen angel in the Old Testament that makes people sin, especially because we know that people sinned just as much as they did in the New Testament! But God tells us nothing about this evil power. This is because there is no evil, fallen angel with the power to pull us away from God.
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