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GOD’S HOLY SPIRIT 
 

Reading: Mark  1  

 

The Spirit of God 
W hen we look up at the n ight sky and see the moon and the s tars, we begin to real ise 
the incredib le s ize of  the universe.  God created the universe by His Spir i t :  

“ In  the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  The ear th was wi thout 
form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spiri t  of God  
was hover ing over the face of the waters. And God said, ‘Let there be l ight, ’ and 
there was l ight ” (Genesis 1:1-3) .   

Jeremiah te l ls  us that God’s  great  power was at work  when He created the earth: 

“ I t  is  I  (God)  who by my great power and my outstretched arm have made the ear th,  
wi th the men and animals that  are on the ear th” (Jeremiah 27:5) .   

Psalm 33 descr ibes creat ion in  th is way:  

“By the word of the LORD the heavens were made ,  and by the breath of h is  
mouth al l  thei r  host.  He gathers the waters of the sea as a heap; he puts the deeps 
in storehouses. Let  a l l  the earth fear  the LORD; le t  a l l  the inhabitants of  the wor ld 
stand in  awe of  h im!  For he spoke, and it  came to be; he commanded,  and it  
stood f irm ” (Psalm 33:6-9) .  

God only had to speak the words and His wi l l  was carr ied out by the power of  His Spir i t .  
W hen God said ,  “Let there be l ight ” ,  His  words had enormous power and author i ty.  This  
is  what Psalm 33 te l ls  us when i t  says: “By the word of the LORD the heavens were 
made,  and by the breath of h is mouth a l l  the i r  host  …”   
 
By His Spir i t ,  God keeps creat ion al ive.  He d id not create the wor ld and then abandon i t :  

“The God who made the wor ld and everyth ing in i t ,  be ing Lord of heaven and ear th, 
does not l ive in temples made by man, nor is  he served by human hands, as though 
he needed anyth ing, s ince he himself  gives to al l  mankind l ife and breath and 
everything… ‘ In  him we l ive and move and have our being’  ”  (Acts  17:24-28).   

“The Spir i t  of  God has made me, and the breath of the Almighty g ives me l i fe ” (Job 
33:4).   

See a lso Psalm 104:10-15, 27-30 and Isa iah 42:5. 
 

God is everywhere present by His Spirit and knows all things 
Despite the enormous s ize of  the universe,  God is everywhere: 

“Can a man h ide h imself  in secret p laces so that I  cannot see h im? dec lares the 
LORD. Do I  not  f i l l  heaven and earth? dec lares the LORD” (Jeremiah 23:24).   

Not only is  God everywhere, He a lso knows al l  th ings. He knows everyth ing about us,  
even our thoughts.  W e cannot h ide anyth ing f rom Him: 

“O LORD, you have searched me and known me! You know when I  s i t  down and 
when I  r ise up; you discern my thoughts  f rom afar .  You search out my path and 
my ly ing down and are acquainted with all  my ways .  Even before a word is  on my 
tongue, behold, O LORD, you know it  a l together … Where shall  I  go from your  
Spir it?  Or where shal l  I  f lee f rom your presence?  I f  I  ascend to heaven, you are 
there!  I f  I  make my bed in Sheol ,  ( the grave)  you are there! ”  (Psalm 139:1-3,7,8).  

How is God able to “ f i l l  heaven and earth”  and know everyth ing? I t  is  by His  Spir i t .  This  
is  why David says in Psalm 139,  “Where shal l  I  go from your  Spir i t?”  
 

God used His Spirit to communicate with people 
In  Bib le t imes God used His Spir i t  to d irect the minds of  the prophets to speak His 
message:  
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 “They ( the people)  made their  hearts  d iamond-hard les t they should hear the law 
and the words that the LORD of hosts had sent by his Spir it  through the former  
prophets.  Therefore great anger  came from the LORD of  hosts” (Zechar iah 7:12).  

The Spir it  of God is His power through which He makes and supports al l  things.   
Through it  He is everywhere present and knows al l  things. God used His Spir it  in  
Bible t imes to reveal  His plan and purpose to mankind,  and He uses it  to  carry out  
His purpose. Everything God does is by His Spir it .  

   

Inspiration and the Spirit of God 
God also used His Spir i t  to d irect the minds of  those who wrote the Bib le, so that they 
wrote His words. This is  known as inspirat ion. Through inspirat ion, God is the true 
author  of  the Bib le: 

“… no prophecy of Scr ipture comes f rom someone ’s own interpretat ion. For no 
prophecy was ever produced by the wi l l  of  man, but men spoke from God as they 
were carried along by the Holy Spirit ” (2 Peter 1:20,21).  

This passage is not just about men forete l l ing the future. In  
the Bib le, the word ‘prophecy’  means reveal ing God’s words,  
whether about the past,  present or  future. 
 
At  least 35 wr i ters,  l iv ing in  many d if ferent  p laces, wrote the  
words of  the Bib le. I t  was wr it ten over  a per iod of  about 1,600 
years . I f  God had not inspired i ts  wr i t ing,  the Bib le would be a 
complete mixture of  ideas and standards. Instead, the same 
message runs throughout the whole Bib le,  f rom Genesis  to 
Revelat ion. This shows that the Bib le is  God’s W ord. 

 

The Holy Spirit and the Lord Jesus Christ 
God’s  Spir i t  is  somet imes cal led the Holy Spir i t .  Most references to the Holy Spir i t  are in 
the New Testament.  The word ‘holy’  means ‘separate’ or  ‘set apar t ’ ,  wi th the idea of 
God’s Spir i t  be ing tota l ly d if ferent f rom the wickedness of  mank ind. Older trans lat ions of  
the Bib le use ‘Holy Ghost ’  ins tead of  ‘Holy Spir i t ’ .  ‘Ghost ’  is  the o ld word for  ‘sp ir i t ’  but 
can be misunders tood today. The Holy Spir i t  is  the power of  God by which He works out 
His  purpose concerning salvat ion – so people can eventual ly be holy l ike Him. 
 
The f irs t  New Testament use of  the phrase ‘Holy Spir i t ’  te l ls  us that i t  brought about the 
b ir th of  Jesus. The v irg in Mary was “ found to be with chi ld from the Holy Spir i t ”  (Matthew 
1:18).  
 
At h is bapt ism in the River Jordan, Jesus was g iven the Holy Spir i t  wi thout measure 
(wi thout  any l im it ,  John 3:34) .  Through His Spir i t ,  God gave l im ited abi l i t ies (e.g. the 
abi l i t y to do mirac les) to selec ted people in Bib le t imes; but no other person ever  
received the Holy Spir i t  tota l ly as Jesus d id.  Jesus never  used the Holy Spir i t  to  do h is  
own wi l l ,  but he a lways used i t  in the purpose of  God (Acts 2:22) .  He performed mirac les  
to help h is preaching.  They were a s ign that he was God’s Son.  They showed that  God 
was work ing through h im and that he was teaching God’s ways ( Isa iah 61:1,2).   
 
God used His Spir i t  to  ra ise His Son f rom the dead and exal t  h im (Ephes ians 1:19-22).   
 

The apostles were given the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
The Lord Jesus promised h is apost les that they would be g iven the Holy Spir i t  af ter  he 
had gone into heaven.  He to ld them to stay in Jerusalem and “wai t  for  the promise of the 
Father” for  they would “be bapt ized wi th the Holy Spir i t  not many days f rom now” (Acts  
1:4,5) .   
 
This promise was fu lf i l led on the day of  Pentecost (Acts 2) ,  about ten days af ter  Jesus  
had ascended to heaven. W e read how the Holy Spir i t  came wi th a sound “ l ike a mighty 
rushing wind” ,  shak ing the house where the apost les were gathered together .  Tongues of 
f i re were seen over each one of  them. This was a s ign that the Holy Spir i t  had been 
g iven to them. They then had spec ia l abi l i t ies inc luding the power to do mirac les and 



CHRISTADELPHIAN BIBLE COURSE 
Lesson 20 – God’s Holy Spirit 

   Christadelphian Bible Mission Page 3 

speak in tongues (d if ferent languages).  These spec ia l abi l i t ies  are somet imes cal led the 
“g if ts  of  the Holy  Spir i t ”  (Hebrews 2:4).  
 
The Lord Jesus had instructed his apost les  to cont inue h is work  of  preaching af ter  he 
had gone to heaven. They needed the g if ts  of  the Holy Spir i t  to help them do th is .  For 
example, they needed to remember  what Jesus had said and done dur ing h is min is try,  so 
that  they could teach others.  Jesus said to h is apost les , 

“These th ings I  have spoken to you whi le I  am st i l l  w ith you. But the Helper ,  the 
Holy Spir i t ,  whom the Father wi l l  send in my name, he wi l l  teach you a l l  th ings and 
bring to your remembrance all  that  I  have said to you ” (John 14:25,26).  

Here the Holy Spir i t  is  ca l led the Helper ( ‘Comforter ’  in some vers ions) .  The or iginal  
Greek word means ‘one cal led a longs ide to help ’.  The Holy Spir i t  provided the help that  
the apost les  needed. 
 

Why did Jesus sometimes speak of the Holy Spirit as if it were a person? 
W hen the quotat ion above says “he wil l  teach you a l l  th ings” ,  i t  sounds as i f  the Holy 
Spir i t  is  a person. W hy,  then, does Jesus sometimes speak of  the Holy Spir i t  as i f  i t  were 
a person? The same sort  of  language is  used in Romans 9:17: 

“For  the Scripture says  to Pharaoh,  ‘For th is very purpose I  have ra ised you up,  
that  I  might  show my power in you …’ ” 

Clear ly the Scr ipture is  not a person and cannot “say”  anyth ing. I t  is  God’s  words that  
are recorded.  Luke 11:49 uses s imilar  language:  

“Therefore also the Wisdom of God said …” 

Similar ly,  Psalm 65:13 says:  

“… the val leys deck themselves with corn,  they shout  and sing  together for  joy”.   

The val leys are not  l i tera l ly shout ing and s inging. This  is  the Psalmist ’s  poet ica l way of  
descr ib ing a beaut i fu l  scene. Proverbs 3:13-19 is  another example – i t  ta lks about  
wisdom as i f  i t  were a beaut i fu l  and r ighteous woman. The Bib le uses this sor t  of  
language to show how real something is .  So when Jesus speaks of  the Holy Spir i t  in th is 
way,  he is  just  showing us what a very real th ing the Spir i t  of  God is.  
 

The Holy Spirit is not separate from God 
Some people wrongly bel ieve that the Holy Spir i t  is  a separate person f rom God. They 
use the phrases ‘God the Holy Spir i t ’  and ‘God the Holy Ghost ’  which never occur  in the 
Bib le.  God’s Spir i t  is  not a separate being f rom Him – i t  is  part  o f  God Himself ,  just as  
our s trength is  part  of  us. How can we separate God f rom His great power, His wisdom, 
His  understanding? They are not separate persons for  we read in Jeremiah 51:15:  

“ I t  is  he (God)  who made the earth by h is power, who establ ished the wor ld by his 
wisdom, and by h is unders tanding stretched out the heavens.”  

I f  the Holy Spir i t  were a separate person f rom God, then the Holy Spir i t  (and not God 
Himself )  would be the father  of  Jesus (Mat thew 1:18) .  This  is  c lear ly not  the case.  
 

God’s Spirit and us 
To unders tand God’s Spir i t  is  to t r y to understand God Himself ,  and th is we can never 
complete ly do wi th our morta l m inds. God’s Spir i t  is  more than just power . Nehemiah 
9:20 says that God gave His “good spir i t ”  to instruct the people of  Israel,  referr ing to the 
help g iven to Moses. God’s  Spir i t  is  fu l l  of  goodness, and the way He uses i t  shows that  
He is a merc ifu l  and grac ious God. This is  the type of  sp ir i t ,  or  at t i tude, people should 
have in  their  l ives .  
 
The g if ts  (spec ia l abi l i t ies)  of  the Holy Spir i t  are no longer needed and no-one has them 
today ( there is  more about th is in the next lesson) .  Today, God speaks to us through His  
W ord, the Bib le, which was wr it ten through the Holy Spir i t .  W hen we read the W ord of  
God and a l low i t  to  inf luence and guide everyth ing we do,  i t  gradual ly changes us to be 
more Chr is t- l ike. In th is way God’s W ord can be said to be at work  wi thin us. The apost le  
Paul  sa id to the bel ievers at  Thessalonica: 



CHRISTADELPHIAN BIBLE COURSE 
Lesson 20 – God’s Holy Spirit 

   Christadelphian Bible Mission Page 4 

“… when you received the word of God … you accepted i t  not as the word of  men 
but as what i t  real ly  is ,  the word of God, which is at work in you believers ” (1 
Thessalonians 2:13).   

The fo l lowing verses show how important God’s  W ord is  i f  we want  to be born of  the 
Spir i t  (s tar t  a  new l i fe  serv ing God) : 

“ . . .  you have been born again ,  not of per ishable seed but of imper ishable, 
through the l iving and abiding word of  God ” (1 Peter 1:23) .   

“Of h is own wil l  he brought us forth  by the word of t ruth ,  that we should be a 
k ind of f i rs t frui ts  of h is  creatures” (James 1:18).   

W e are by nature s infu l.  The apost le Paul in Romans 8:5-7 says: 

“For those who l ive according to the f lesh set their  minds on the th ings of the f lesh, 
but those who l ive according to the Spir i t  set  their  minds on the th ings of the Spir i t .  
To set the mind on the f lesh is  death, but to set the mind on the Spir i t  is  l i fe and 
peace.  For the mind that  is  set  on the f lesh is  host i le to  God.”  

Paul uses the term ‘ f lesh’ to descr ibe man’s th ink ing; he uses the term ‘sp ir i t ’  to 
descr ibe the th ings of  God which are revealed to us in the Bible, inspired by the Holy 
Spir i t .  W e need to overcome the f lesh (our human evi l  th ink ing) and replace i t  wi th 
spir i tua l ,  godly th ink ing.  The work ing of  the Bib le in our l ives changes us to become 
spir i tua l ly minded people. In th is way the Spir i t  of  God can be in  us. Paul says to the 
bapt ized bel ievers, 

“You, however ,  are not in the f lesh but in  the Spir i t ,  i f  in fac t the Spir i t  o f  God 
dwel ls  in you. Anyone who does not have the Spir i t  o f  Chr ist  does not belong to 
h im. But i f  Chr is t  is  in  you, al though the body is  dead because of  s in,  the Spir i t  is  
l i fe because of  r ighteousness” (Romans 8:9,10) .  

Final ly,  we must remember that God is  everywhere present  by His Spir i t  and knows a l l  
about  us . W e cannot h ide our  s ins  f rom Him: 

“For  the word of God is  l iv ing and act ive,  sharper than any two-edged sword,  
p ierc ing to the d iv is ion of soul and of sp ir i t ,  o f  jo ints and of marrow, and 
discerning the thoughts and intent ions of  the heart.  And no creature is hidden 
from his sight ,  but al l  are naked and exposed to the eyes of h im to whom we must  
g ive account” (Hebrews 4:12,13).   

 

Verses to learn:  Psalm 139:1,2   

O LORD, you have searched me and known me! You know when I  s i t  down and when I  
r ise up; you d iscern my thoughts from afar.   

 
Verses to read:  Psalm 104;  John 14; Acts 10:34-43; Galat ians 5:16-26  
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Summary 

1.  The Spir i t  of  God is  His power through which He makes and supports  a l l  th ings. By 
i t  He created the universe and keeps creat ion al ive. 

2.  By His Spir i t ,  God is everywhere present  and knows al l  th ings. 

3.  Jesus was born by the Holy Spir i t .  He was g iven the Spir i t  without l im it .  

4.  The apost les were g iven the g if ts  (spec ia l  abi l i t ies)  of  the Holy Spir i t ,  inc luding the 
power to do mirac les and speak in d if ferent languages. 

5.  In  Bib le t imes God used His Spir i t  to communicate wi th people. 

6.  Today, God speaks to us through His W ord, the Bib le, which was wr it ten through 
the power of  the Holy Spir i t .  


