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THE DEATH OF JESUS 
 

Reading: Mark  14 and 15 

 

The problem of sin 

Sin is  a terr ib le problem for mank ind. I t  is  the root cause of  a l l  the wor ld ’s troubles . I t  
separates people f rom God and leads to certa in death. I t  is  imposs ib le for  mank ind to 
conquer s in by i ts  own ef for ts .  Even the most s incere person has never been able to 
solve the problem of  s in.  However good a person may be, he wi l l  a lways fa l l  short  of  
God’s  glory (Romans 3:23).   
 
The Bible provides God’s answer to the s in of  mank ind. God gave His only Son, the Lord 
Jesus Chr is t ,  to be the sacr i f ice that was necessary for  mank ind to break f ree f rom sin.  
The Lord Jesus jo ined wi th h is Father in th is work  by of fer ing h imself  as a wi l l ing,  
obedient  sacr i f ice for  s in.  I t  was a l i fe long sacr i f ice – he gave up h is own wi l l  and 
des ires and chose to fo l low h is Father ’s wi l l  at  a l l  t imes.  Dying on the cross was the last  
great ac t of  wi l l ing obedience in a l i fe of  sacr i f ice. Because Jesus was s in less to the 
end, he overcame death. He also made i t  possible for  h is true d isc iples to have their  s ins 
forg iven and so escape ever las t ing death.   

 

The sufferings of Jesus 

In the Gospels we read about the unjust t r ial  of  Jesus, the cruel mock ing, h is savage 
beat ing and f logging. There was a lso the d is tress of  seeing h is mother ’s suf fer ing as she 

watched h im die.  He would be deeply 
saddened by the knowledge that i t  
was the Jews, h is own people, who 
were rejec t ing h im, and he knew that  
later  they would be punished. 
 
W e learn more of  Jesus ’ suf fer ing 
through some of  the Old Testament  
wr i t ings. Psalm 22 helps us to 
understand how he fe lt  dur ing the 
cruc if ix ion.  As wel l  as the terr ib le 
pain, he fe lt  the great shame of  
cruc if ix ion.  
 

Events leading to the death of Jesus 
The Phar isees and Sadducees were the Jewish re l ig ious leaders  in the t ime of  Jesus.  
These groups usual ly opposed each other,  but because they both hated Jesus, they 
worked together to destroy h im. They were jealous of  his popular i t y,  power and 
author i ty.  They hated seeing great crowds l is tening to h im, amazed by h is mirac les. I t  
was c lear that no ord inary man could do mirac les  l ike Jesus – they were s igns that  he 
was God’s Son. But the rel ig ious leaders d id not want to see the truth – they were 
b l inded by their  jea lousy and hatred.  
 
Jesus was in Jerusalem for the feast of  Passover .  The re l ig ious leaders wanted to arrest 
h im quiet ly,  wi thout caus ing a protest among the people. Their  opportunity came when 
Judas Iscar iot ,  one of  the twelve d isc ip les, of fered to betray h im. Judas led them to the 
Garden of  Gethsemane,  where Jesus and h is other  d isc ip les  were a lone (John 18:1-3) .   
 
Jesus was ar res ted and brought before the counc i l  of  re l ig ious leaders. They fa i led to 
f ind a genuine reason for  putt ing h im to death. I t  is  imposs ib le to f ind fault  wi th a s in less  
person!  In the end the High Pr ies t said, “ I  ad jure you by the l iv ing God, te l l  us i f  you are 
the Chr ist ,  the Son of God” (Mat thew 26:63).  W hen Jesus agreed that he was God’s Son,  
the re l ig ious leaders accused him of  b lasphemy.  According to the Law of  Moses, the 
punishment for  b lasphemy was death. Of  course, i t  was a fa lse accusat ion. Jesus had 
not b lasphemed – he had spoken the truth. 
 

Psalm 22:6-8 But I am a worm and not a man, scorned 
by mankind and despised by the people. All who see me 
mock me; they make mouths at me; they wag their 
heads; He trusts in the LORD; let him deliver him; let him 
rescue him, for he delights in him!     

Psalm 22:15,16 My strength is dried up like a potsherd, 
and my tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me in the dust 
of death. For dogs encompass me; a company of 
evildoers encircles me; they have pierced my hands and 
feet. 
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At  th is t ime the Romans ru led over Israel,  so the Jewish leaders  brought Jesus to the 
Roman Governor of  the area, Pont ius Pi late,  and demanded that he should be cruc if ied – 
th is was the way the Romans executed cr im inals.  But  Pi late could f ind no fault  in Jesus.  
W hen he heard that Jesus came f rom Herod’s area, Pi late sent Jesus to Herod, who was 
in Jerusalem at the t ime. W hen Jesus remained s i lent ,  Herod mocked h im and sent h im 
back to Pi late.  These men became f r iends:    

“And Herod and Pi la te became fr iends wi th each other that very day, for  before th is 
they had been at  enmity wi th each other” (Luke 23:12) .  

Pi late knew that Jesus was innocent.  He repeatedly told the Jews that nei ther he nor 
Herod could f ind any faul t  wi th him (Luke 23:4,14,15,22).  Pi late knew that the Jews 
wanted to put Jesus to death because of  jea lousy. The Jews to ld Pi la te that s ince Jesus 
c laimed to be a k ing, he was a threat to the Roman Emperor,  and so i t  would be d is loyal  
to the Emperor to re lease Jesus. Pi late weak ly gave in .  He al lowed a murderer ,  
Barabbas, to l ive and sent the Lord of  l i fe  to h is death – a dreadful injus t ice. Pi la te 
handed over Jesus to Roman sold iers , to d ie by cruc if ix ion – perhaps the most painfu l  
and agonis ing death ever invented. 
 
Both Jews and Romans were therefore involved in the death of  Jesus. God had p lanned 
f rom the very beginning to save mank ind by His Son and knew that these wicked men 
would behave as they d id. Later the apost le Peter sa id to the Jews, 

“This Jesus, del ivered up according to the def inite plan and foreknowledge of  
God ,  you cruc i f ied and k i l led by  the hands of lawless men” (Acts  2:23).   

There was no other way 
Jesus knew that h is Father had brought h im into the wor ld to br ing salvat ion. Throughout  
h is l i fe he was tota l ly obedient to h is Father,  even to suf fer ing and death on the cross. 
Jesus said that he wanted to “do the wi l l  o f  h im who sent me and to accompl ish h is work”  
(John 4:34) .  In  the Garden of  Gethsemane,  when he faced h is greatest test  of  
obedience, Jesus prayed three t imes to h is  Father ,  “ I f  i t  be poss ible, le t  th is cup pass  
from me” ,  but was carefu l to add,  “Never theless, not as I  wi l l ,  but  as you wi l l ” (Mat thew 
26:39-44).  I f  i t  had been poss ib le, God would have spared His  Son the agony,  but  i t  was 
the only way.  On the cross, as he neared death, Jesus said, “ I t  is  f in ished” (John 19:30).  
He had f in ished the work  that God gave h im to do (John 17:4) .   
 

Why did Jesus die? 
Adam sinned and so he d ied. Death is  the punishment for  s in.  This is  God’s  law. Romans 
6:23 says:  “For  the wages of s in is  death” .  Jus t as we earn wages by work ing,  so we 
earn death by s inning.  W e al l  s in  and so we a l l  deserve to die. 
 

SIN →  DEATH 
 
Jesus d ied on the cross to take away the s ins of  the wor ld.  This  was h is Father ’s wi l l ,  
and he was obedient even to death. However,  he a lso died because he was morta l l ike 
us.  I f  Jesus had not  died on the cross,  he would have d ied at some t ime later .   
 
Jesus was a lso tempted just as we are, and in some ways more than we are, but he 
never s inned. In Hebrews 4:15 we read that  Jesus “ in every respect has been tempted as 
we are, yet  wi thout  s in” .  
 
Although he shared Adam’s dying nature, Jesus d id not deserve death because he was 
s inless . Therefore, God ra ised Jesus f rom the dead without break ing His own law that  
“ the wages of  s in is  death” .  Jesus d ied to gain h is own redemption, and to make ours 
poss ib le. 

 

We al l  die: 

we al l  have Adam’s dying nature 

AND 
we al l  s in .  

Jesus was raised from the dead: 

Jesus had Adam’s dying nature 

BUT 
Jesus did not  s in .  
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Jesus agreed wi th h is Father that s in should be punished by death, which is  why he 
refused to give in to s in.  He knew that the only way to conquer death was to conquer s in 
in h imself .  He knew that  His  Father  would ra ise h im f rom the dead i f  he was s in less . 
 
Af ter  h is resurrect ion God gave the Lord Jesus a new nature – a nature l ike God Himself  
– that cannot  s in and cannot  d ie.  Romans 6:9 says: 

“We know that Chr ist  being ra ised from the dead wi l l  never d ie again; death no 
longer has dominion over h im.”  

What about us? 

Jesus died at the feast of  Passover.  At the or ig inal Passover,  each Israel i te household 
k i l led a perfect lamb and placed i ts  b lood on the door posts at the entrance to their  
home, to save them f rom death (Exodus 12) .  This pointed forward to the death of  Jesus  
(1 Cor inth ians 5:7) .  He was an acceptable sacr i f ice – he was l ike a perfect ly formed 
lamb with no scars or  b lemishes (1 Peter 1:19).  God was wi l l ing to accept  th is perfect  
sacr i f ice as the of fer ing for  a l l  who bel ieve in Jesus as “ the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the s in of the wor ld”  (John 1:29) .  Speak ing of  Jesus, long before h is b ir th,  the 
prophet Isa iah said: 

“But he was wounded for  our transgress ions; he was crushed for  our in iquit ies;  
upon h im was the chast isement that brought  us peace, and wi th h is str ipes we are 
healed. Al l  we l ike sheep have gone astray ; we have turned every one to h is own 
way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all ” ( Isa iah 53:5,6).   

Romans 5:6-8 speaks of  God’s  love in a l lowing His  Son to d ie for  s inners: 

“For whi le we were st i l l  weak,  at the r ight t ime Chr ist  d ied for  the ungodly. For  one 
wi l l  scarcely d ie for  a r ighteous person—though perhaps for  a good person one 
would dare even to d ie—but  God shows h is  love for  us in that whi le we were s t i l l  
s inners,  Chr is t  d ied for  us . ”  

John 15:13 shows the love of  the Lord Jesus in  g iv ing h is  l i fe for  those he came to save: 

“Greater love has no one than th is,  that  someone lays down his l i fe for  his  f r iends ” .  

God and His Son have done a l l  they can for  us. God has g iven us His  beloved Son as a 
sacr i f ice. Jesus has la id down his l i fe for  us.  W e have to real ise that we are s inners and 
desperate ly need salvat ion. Unless we acknowledge how s infu l we are and how much 
God and His Son have done for  us , the sacr i f ice of  Jesus wi l l  not  help us .  
 

The crucifixion allowed mankind to come close to God 
Sin separates mank ind f rom God. Through the sacr i f ice of  Jesus i t  is  poss ib le for  our  
s ins to be forg iven. The barr ier  between God and ourselves is  then removed and we can 
be brought c lose to Him. This is  descr ibed in the Bib le as reconci l iat ion ,  and through i t  
we can have fe l lowship (a specia l re lat ionship)  wi th God through the Lord Jesus,  our  
mediator in heaven.  In 2 Cor inth ians 5:19 the apost le Paul  c lear ly shows that  God was 
work ing through His  Son to reconc i le s inners to Himself .  This  message of  reconc i l ia t ion 
to God was preached by the apost les: 

“… in Chr is t  God was reconc i l ing the wor ld to h imsel f ,  not  count ing their 
trespasses against  them ,  and entrust ing to us  the message of  reconc i l iat ion”.  

Taking up our cross 
The cruc if ix ion is  at the hear t  of  the Gospel.  I t  is  the source of  salvat ion provided by 
God in His  love and is  made poss ib le by the love of  His Son. Forg iveness is  God’s  g if t  to  
those who repent of  their  s ins and come to Him through bel ief  and bapt ism: 

 “Repent  and be bapt ized every  one of  you in the name of  Jesus Chr is t      
 for  the forgiveness of  your s ins” (Acts  2:38) .    

But more than bapt ism is  needed.  Jesus said, 

“ I f  anyone would come af ter  me, le t  h im deny h imsel f  and take up h is cross and 
fo l low me” (Mark  8:34) .  

The idea of  tak ing up our cross is  that  we need to make self -sacr i f ices each day.  I f  we 
want to fo l low the Lord Jesus we have to p lease God and not ourselves. W e have to 
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make every ef for t  to s top s inning, and walk  wi th Chr ist  in a new way of  l i fe .  The apost le  
Paul  says: 

“Those who belong to Chr is t  Jesus have cruc if ied the f lesh with i ts  pass ions and 
des ires” (Galat ians 5:24) .   

Cruc if ying the f lesh involves put t ing to death (complete ly destroying)  our s infu l desires .  
W e must tr y real ly hard not  to a l low s in to ru le over  us in our l ives .  
 

Some lessons from the crucifixion 
1.  The cruc if ix ion of  Jesus was a terr ib le event.  I t  showed mank ind at i ts  worst as  

people took the perfec t and lovely Son of  God and k i l led h im bruta l ly.  The cruc if ix ion 
shows how evi l  people are,  and the awfulness of  s in.  

 

2.  I t  a lso shows how much God loves al l  t rue d isc iples  of  Chr is t .  The apost le  Paul says: 

     “He who d id not  spare his  own Son but gave him up for  us a l l ,  how wi l l  he (God)   
      not a lso wi th h im grac ious ly g ive us  al l  th ings?”  (Romans 8:32).  

3.  A huge pr ice was paid so that true bel ievers  can have immortal l i fe.  I t  was the cost of  
a complete ly s in less  l i fe.  The apost le  Peter,  wr i t ing to bel ievers,  says: 

“… knowing that you were ransomed from the fut i le  ways inher i ted from your 
forefathers , not wi th per ishable th ings such as s i lver or  gold, but with the 
prec ious b lood of  Chr ist ,  l ike that of  a lamb wi thout  blemish or spot” (1 Peter   

     1 :18,19).  

4.  Jesus gave us a wonderfu l example of  how to behave. 

•  He d id not protest that he was r ight when people said evi l  th ings about h im (1 
Peter 2:21-23) .  

•  He forgave those who cruc if ied him (Luke 23:34).  

•  Even when in great pain and d ist ress , he cared for  others (John 19:26,27; 
Luke 23:27-31) .  

•  He obeyed h is  Father  in a l l  th ings, complete ly t rust ing Him. 
 

 

 

Verses to read:  

 
2 Corinthians 5:15   
He died for  a l l ,  that those who l ive might no longer l ive for  themselves but for  h im who 
for  their  sake died and was ra ised.  
 
Also read 2 Corinthians 5;  1 Peter 1 
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A verse to learn: Romans 5:8  

God shows h is love for  us  in  that  whi le  we were st i l l  s inners , Chr is t  d ied for  us. 

Summary 

1.  W e al l  s in and so we a l l  deserve to d ie. 

2.  In  His  love God has g iven us His  beloved Son as a sacr i f ice for  s in.  

3.  Jesus jo ined wi th his  Father in this  work  by wi l l ing ly laying down his l i fe  for  us . 

4.  God ra ised Jesus f rom the dead, because he was s in less and so did not deserve 
death. God gave the Lord Jesus immorta l l i fe.  

5.  Through the sacr i f ice of  Jesus i t  is  poss ib le for  our s ins  to be forg iven.  Then we 
can share the hope of  immorta l  l i fe in God’s  k ingdom. 

6.  W e must acknowledge our  s ins , repent and be bapt ized, and walk  wi th Chr ist  in a 
new way of  l i fe.  


