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GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD 
 

Reading: Isaiah 53 
 

What is wrong with the world? 
There is  c lear ly something wrong wi th the wor ld in which we l ive. Every day there is  
news of  cr ime and v io lence.  In many par ts of  the wor ld there are wars or the threat of  
wars . Terr ib le d iseases spread quick ly.  Many d ie of  hunger ,  whi le  others have plenty to 
eat.  Many wor ld leaders are not  concerned for  the welfare of  their  people. 
 
W hy are these th ings happening? The Bib le tel ls  us that God made th is wor ld “very 
good”  (Genes is 1:31) .  He made i t  a wonderful p lace in which to l ive and intended 
something better  than our wor ld of  t rouble and uncer tainty.  Sin is  the root  cause of  a l l  
the wor ld ’s  troubles. 
 

The beginning of the trouble 
God made Adam and Eve and placed them in the beaut i fu l  Garden of  Eden. God taught  
Adam His ways. He a lso gave Adam a s imple law, and jus t as a father expects obedience 
f rom his  chi ldren, so God expected obedience f rom Adam. God said to Adam, 

“You may sure ly eat of every  tree of the garden, but of  the tree of  the knowledge of  
good and ev i l  you shal l  not eat ,  for  in  the day that you eat of i t  you shal l  sure ly d ie”  
(Genes is  2:16,17) .  

Adam chose to d isobey.  He s inned: he broke God’s law. Adam’s d isobedience led to the 
punishment of  death, as God had said i t  would. Adam and Eve d id not die immediately 
but became morta l (dying creatures) .  From that t ime they a lso found i t  easy to s in.  
 
Not ice that Adam died because he s inned. God did not  promise Adam and Eve that  they 
would go to heaven when they d ied – this would have been a reward.  They were 
sentenced to death,  which was a punishment  not  a  reward. 
 

We inherit Adam’s nature 
From our b ir th we inher i t  the ef fects of  Adam’s s in.  Just as chi ldren inher i t  th ings ( l ike 
the colour of  their  sk in and eyes) f rom their  parents, so we al l  inher i t  our nature f rom 
Adam. This human nature is  the oppos i te of  God’s  nature. 
 

GOD’S NATURE HUMAN NATURE 

•  God cannot  s in or  be tempted to s in.     

•  God is immorta l (cannot  d ie) .   

•  A l l  people f ind i t  easy to s in.   

•  A l l  people are mortal  (dying creatures 
f rom bir th) .  

 

We are also punished for our sins 
Ever s ince Adam disobeyed God 6,000 years ago, every one of  his descendants has also 
s inned (except Jesus) .  W e are a l l  descended f rom Adam and we too die because of  our  
s ins (Romans 5:12).  The apost le Paul sa id,  

“For I  know that noth ing good dwel ls  in me, that is ,  in my f lesh. For I  have the 
des ire to do what  is  r ight,  but not  the abi l i ty  to carry  i t  out ” (Romans 7:18).                                                                              

Paul knew that he was s infu l even though he tr ied to do what was r ight.  Many people do  
not even want to do what is  r ight.  The prophet Jeremiah te l ls  us  that  human beings are 
wicked: 

“The heart  is  deceit ful  above a l l  th ings, and desperately s ick ; who can understand 
i t?” (Jeremiah 17:9) .   

Isa iah 53:6 says that  we all  go our  own way (not  God’s  way) :   

“Al l  we l ike sheep have gone astray ; we have turned every  one to h is own way” .  
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W e al l  s in and so we a l l  deserve to d ie. But  death is  not the only punishment for  s in.  At  
f i rs t ,  Adam enjoyed fe l lowship (a spec ial  re lat ionship) wi th God. This fel lowship wi th God 
was broken when Adam sinned. Sin separates us f rom God, so as s inners  we cannot 
have fe l lowship wi th God. W e can do noth ing to save ourselves. 
 

Saved by God’s grace 
The Bib le te l ls  us about both the jus t ice and mercy of  God’s character.  Because God is  
just (or  r ighteous) He must carry out the sentence of  death for  s in.  Because God is  
merciful  He does not want  people to d ie and remain in the grave for  ever.  In His love  
God has provided a way by which people can l ive for  ever.  He has provided the way to 
overcome the sentence of  death. W e read in  John 3:16:      

“For God so loved the wor ld,  that he gave h is only  Son,  that whoever bel ieves in  
h im should not per ish but have eternal  l i fe”.  

The apost le  Paul says: 

“For  by  grace  you have been saved through faith ” (Ephes ians 2:8).  

God’s grace is  His f ree g if t  of  lov ing k indness to men and women. I t  is  wonderfu l ly 
shown by God’s g if t  o f  the Lord Jesus Chr is t  to br ing forg iveness of  s ins and salvat ion. 
W e do not deserve salvat ion and we cannot earn i t .  By God’s grace he has g iven us 
Jesus and opened up the way for  us to have:   

•  forg iveness of  s ins now  

•  fel lowship wi th God now 

•  endless l i fe in the future. 
 
Ephes ians 2:8 te l ls  us  that we can enjoy the bless ings of  God’s grace “ through fa ith”.  To 
have fa ith in God means to bel ieve and trust in Him and His purpose. I f  we do not 
bel ieve God’s  W ord, i t  is  not possib le for  us to share in His grace: 

“And wi thout  fa i th i t  is  imposs ib le to p lease h im, for  whoever  would draw near to 
God must bel ieve that he ex ists and that he rewards those who seek h im”  
(Hebrews 11:6) .   

The sacrifice of Jesus 
Jesus had human nature l ike us and was tempted just as we are – but unl ike us he never  
s inned. Jesus a lways d id everyth ing that p leased God and was per fect in every way – yet  
he was cruc if ied!  God d id not save h im from th is terr ib le death.  The verse a lready 
quoted f rom Isaiah 53 cont inues: 

“… the LORD (God) has la id on h im (Jesus)  the in iqui ty (s in)  of us  a l l ” .  

Through the perfect l i fe of  Jesus and through h is death on the cross, in obedience to His 
Father ’s wi l l ,  i t  is  possible for  us  to have our s ins  forgiven. Then we can have the hope 
of  a wonderfu l  l i fe that  wi l l  last  for  ever.  
 
There is  something amazing about  th is:  the love of  God in giv ing His only Son, and the 
love of  Jesus in g iving h is l i fe in lov ing obedience to h is Father ’s  wi l l .  The way in which 
Jesus gave h imself  is  descr ibed in the Bib le as h is sacr i f ice. The sacr i f ice of  Jesus 
involved: 

•  a s in less l i fe – he gave up (sacr i f iced) h is own wi l l  and desires and fo l lowed his  
Father ’s wi l l  in  a l l  th ings 

•  the g iv ing up (sacr i f ice) of  his  l i fe by dying on the cross. 
 
So the way of  salvat ion is  through the Lord Jesus Chr is t  and was made poss ib le by h is  
sacr i f ice.  W e have to bel ieve that Jesus d ied for  us  and so accept h is sacr i f ice. I f  we 
have fa i th in God and His of fer  of  sa lvat ion through the Lord Jesus, we may look forward 
to a future l i fe f ree f rom al l  the troubles of  the wor ld. This is  the great hope of  the 
Gospel  and we have done noth ing to deserve i t !  
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To which family do you belong? 
One way to consider sa lvat ion is  to th ink  of  famil ies . W e are a l l  born into Adam’s family,  
s ince the human race is  descended f rom him. Adam sinned and brought death to the 
human race. Through h is sacr i f ice the Lord Jesus Chr is t  set up a new family.  This family 
cons is ts of  people who do not want to  belong to Adam’s fami ly but  wish to turn to God. 
 
The Bib le descr ibes those who belong to God’s family through Chr ist  as being ‘ in Chr is t ’ ; 
but those belonging to Adam’s dying fami ly are descr ibed as being ‘ in  Adam’: 

“For as in Adam  a l l  d ie,  so a lso in Christ  shal l  a l l  be made a l ive” (1 Cor inth ians 
15:22) .  

So there are two famil ies : Adam’s family,  and the family of  God through Chr ist .  W e are 
a l l  born in to Adam’s family,  and i f  we do noth ing about i t  we wil l  die in Adam’s family and 
per ish for  ever .  The Lord Jesus wants us to join God’s family.  W e can do so by learning 
about Jesus and the purpose of  God and then being bapt ized. Bapt ism is a complete 
immersion in  water  (going complete ly under the water) .  Going under  the water is  a 
symbol of  dying,  and coming out of  the water  is  a symbol of  r is ing to a new l i fe .  W e 
leave Adam’s fami ly by ‘dying’ in  bapt ism and we ‘r ise’  to star t  our  new l i fe as par t  of  the 
family of  God. So we d ie to the family of  Adam and r ise again into the fami ly of  God 
through Chr ist .  W e should be very gratefu l to God and the Lord Jesus for  mak ing i t  
poss ib le for  us  to escape f rom the family of  Adam. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Believing and obeying 
W e have a lready seen that to p lease God we must bel ieve in Him and what He has done 
for  us through the sacr i f ice of  Jesus. John 3:16 te l ls  us ,  “whoever bel ieves in h im 
(Jesus) should not per ish but have eternal l i fe”.   This does not  mean that we have only 
to say,  “ I  be l ieve in  God and the Lord Jesus”,  to be saved f rom sin and death.  I f  we 
really  be l ieve something, we take act ion. I f  a ch i ld is  s ick  and the parents bel ieve that 
the doctor can help, they do not just say, “W e bel ieve in the doctor” ,  and let  the chi ld go 
on suf fer ing. The parents send for  the doctor and, because they have fa i th in h im, they 
obey h im in whatever  he says.   
 
I t  is  jus t the same wi th bel iev ing in  God. I f  we real ly bel ieve,  we wi l l  f ind out what  God 
wants  us  to do and do i t  to  the best of  our  abi l i t ies.  W e need to obey God by start ing a 
new l i fe dedicated to fo l lowing the Lord Jesus. This begins wi th bapt ism. Only those who 
have real fai th can hope to be among those who “should not  per ish but  have eternal l i fe”.  
 

I t  is  important  to obey  God:  

•  Adam disobeyed  God and brought s in and death into the wor ld 

•  Chr is t  Jesus obeyed  God and br ings l i fe to those who try to obey  God. 

 

                  ADAM                                                                      JESUS CHRIST 
               who sinned                                                                  who did not sin 
  
 
        FAMILY OF ADAM         ESCAPE          FAMILY OF GOD THROUGH CHRIST 
        who continue to sin                 by belief and                    who do not want to sin and are forgiven 
                                                     ‘dying’ in baptism                                              
 
                                                   
                     
            DIE FOR EVER                                                     DIE 
           
                 
                    RAISED FROM THE DEAD 
                         TO LIVE FOR EVER 
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The gift of immortal life 
The b less ing of  a wonderful l i fe that wi l l  las t for  ever is  God’s g if t  to those who bel ieve 
His W ord and try hard to obey Him. People who are g iven th is great g if t  wi l l  be changed. 
They wi l l  no longer  have their  human nature but wi l l  share the nature of  God Himself :  

1.  the ir  m inds wi l l  be changed – they wi l l  never  be able to s in again; 

2.  the ir  morta l bodies wi l l  be made immortal – they wi l l  never grow t i red, be i l l ,  fee l  
pain or  d ie. 

 
Immorta l l i fe is  the greatest of  a l l  g i f ts ,  and wi l l  be g iven to people who have waited 
fai thfu l ly for  the Lord Jesus to return, t r ying to l ive in the way God wants .  Such people 
pray,  “Your  k ingdom come, your wi l l  be done, on earth as  i t  is  in heaven”  (Mat thew 
6:10).  

  

A verse to learn: John 3:16  

For God so loved the wor ld, that he gave h is only Son, that whoever bel ieves in him 
should not per ish but have eternal l i fe .  

 

Verses to read: 
 
Colossians 1:21-23 – The apostle Paul reminds bel ievers that  their sins had been 
forgiven through the death of Jesus. 
And you, who once were a l ienated and host i le in mind, doing ev i l  deeds, he (Jesus)  has 
now reconc i led in his  body of f lesh by h is death, in order to present you holy and 
b lameless and above reproach before h im, i f  indeed you cont inue in the fa ith ,  stable and 
steadfast ,  not sh if t ing from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been 
proc la imed in a l l  creat ion under heaven, and of which I ,  Paul,  became a min is ter .   
 
Ephesians 2:4-10 – God’s great love and mercy is shown to sinners, who are saved 
by His grace if  they show faith. 
But God, being r ich in mercy, because of the great love wi th which he loved us, even 
when we were dead in our trespasses (s ins) ,  made us a l ive together with Chr is t— by 
grace you have been saved—and ra ised us up with h im and seated us with h im in the 
heavenly  p laces in  Chr is t  Jesus, so that in  the coming ages he might show the 
immeasurable r iches of  h is grace in k indness towards us in Chr ist  Jesus.  For by grace 
you have been saved through fa ith .  And this  is  not your own doing; i t  is  the gi f t  of  God, 
not a resul t  of  works , so that no one may boast .  For we are h is workmanship, created in  
Chr is t  Jesus for  good works , which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in  
them. 
 
Also read Genesis 2:15 -  3:24. 
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Summary 

1.  Sin is  the root cause of  a l l  the wor ld ’s troubles. 

2.  W e al l  s in and so we a l l  deserve to d ie – death is  a punishment .  

3.  In His love God has provided the way by which people can have their  s ins forgiven 
and be saved f rom ever last ing death. 

4.  W e cannot  save ourselves.  W e are saved by God’s  grace – salvat ion is  a g if t .  

5.  The way of  salvat ion is  through the Lord Jesus Chr is t  and was made poss ib le by h is  
sacr i f ice. 

6.  Our part  is  to  have fai th – to bel ieve and trus t in God and His purpose. 

7.  Those who have real fai th  wi l l  be bapt ized and try hard to obey God by fo l lowing 
the Lord Jesus. 

8.  Immorta l l i fe  is  God’s  g if t  to  those who bel ieve His W ord and try hard to obey Him.  


