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THE GOSPEL 
 

Reading: Isaiah 55 
 

Good news    
Everyone enjoys hear ing good news, and the Gospel message is good news!  Indeed, the 
word ‘Gospel ’  means ‘good news’.  
 
The f irs t  four books of  the New Testament  
are of ten cal led The Gospels because 
they conta in the good news about the Lord  
Jesus Chr ist .   
  

These Bib le books are jus t a part  o f  the good news! 
 
Jesus is  the Son of  God. His mother  was the virg in Mary.  By the way he l ived Jesus 
showed us the character  of  God,  espec ia l ly God’s love and k indness. He a lso showed 
the great power of  God in the miracles he performed. But the most amazing th ing about 
Jesus is  that he never  s inned. Even though he was tempted throughout h is l i fe he d id not  
s in.  One of  h is greatest temptat ions was to avoid the shame and terr ib le pain of  dying on 
the cross, but he accepted th is as God’s wi l l  (part  of  His p lan).  He knew that i f  he won 
the bat t le against s in h is Father would ra ise him f rom the dead and g ive h im ever las t ing 
l i fe.  The Lord Jesus is  the only person who has been raised f rom the dead and s tayed 
a l ive.  
 
This is  good news!  Jesus has opened up a way for  us to have our s ins forg iven and 
receive ever last ing l i fe.  He l ived a perfec t  l i fe and d ied in obedience to God’s wi l l  to 
make this  poss ible. So the good news is that God has provided the way for  us  to escape 
f rom sin and death. We have good reason to be very thankful!  
 

But there is more! 
After h is resurrect ion the Lord Jesus ascended to heaven (Acts 1:9-11) to be wi th h is  
Father,  and he is  s t i l l  there. However ,  he wi l l  soon return to th is ear th. Revelat ion 1:7 
looks forward to the return of  the Lord Jesus:  

“Behold,  he is  coming with the c louds,  and every  eye wi l l  see h im, even those who 
p ierced h im, and a l l  t r ibes of  the ear th wi l l  wai l  on account of h im. Even so. Amen.”  

W hen he returns,  Jesus Chr is t  wi l l  set up the Kingdom of  God here on earth.  God’s  
k ingdom wi l l  cover the whole earth, and the wor ld wi l l  be a very d if ferent place.  
Eventual ly there wi l l  be: 

•  no more war 

•  no more pain and suf fer ing 

•  no more sorrow 

•  no more s in 

•  no more death. 
 
Isa iah 25:8 speaks of  th is  t ime: 

“He (God)  wi l l  swallow up death for ever ;  and the Lord GOD wi l l  wipe away tears 
from al l  faces ,  and the reproach of h is people he wil l  take away f rom al l  the ear th,  
for  the LORD has spoken.”   

God of fers us a p lace in th is k ingdom on earth. I t  is  a wonderfu l o f fer ,  and He wants us  
to accept i t .  Of  course, there are condit ions at tached, so we need to read God’s W ord,  
the Bib le, to  f ind out  what God wants us to do wi th our l ives now. 

 

The Gospel was known to people in Old Testament times 
The Gospel is  the good news of  the Kingdom of  God and the Lord Jesus Chr ist .  The New 
Testament te l ls  us  that the Gospel  was preached to Abraham:  
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“And the Scr ipture,  foreseeing that God would jus t i fy  the Gent i les  by fai th,  
preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham ,  say ing, ‘In you shal l  a l l  the nat ions 
be blessed ’ ” (Galat ians 3:8) .  

God made promises to Abraham because of  his fa i th  and obedience. Abraham was to ld 
that he would inher i t  the land of  Israel for ever .  But Abraham grew old and died without 
owning any of  the land that God had promised h im. 
 
Yet we know that God always keeps His promises. In order to receive the land that God 
promised h im, Abraham must be raised f rom the dead, and we are to ld that he bel ieved 
in resurrec t ion: 

“He (Abraham)  cons idered that God was able even to ra ise h im (Abraham’s son)  
f rom the dead …” (Hebrews 11:19).   

Also, in order to receive the land of  Israel  for ever ,  Abraham must be g iven ever last ing 
l i fe.  The land of  Israel  wi l l  be at the centre of  the future k ingdom. Abraham wi l l  be ra ised 
f rom the dead and g iven a p lace in God’s k ingdom on ear th when the Lord Jesus returns. 
 
So Abraham knew the good news about l i fe af ter  death and looked forward to God’s 
k ingdom: 

“For  he (Abraham)  was look ing forward to the c ity  that has foundat ions, whose 
des igner  and bui lder is  God” (Hebrews 11:10).  

You wi l l  learn more about God’s promises to Abraham in later  lessons. 
 

When will Jesus Christ come back to the earth? 
W e do not know exact ly when the Lord Jesus wi l l  re turn to the earth. However,  we do 
know, f rom things which are happening in the wor ld today, that he wi l l  return soon. For  
a lmost 2,000 years the Jews had no land of  their  own but were scat tered among the 
nat ions the wor ld. Many Jews have now returned to the land of  Israel .  The Bib le 
prophesied thousands of  years ago that  the Jews would return to their  land before 
Chr is t ’s  second coming.   
 
The wor ld today is  fu l l  of  vio lence and cr ime, and people do just as they p lease,  without  
se lf -contro l.  There are wars, famines and dreadfu l d iseases a l l  over the wor ld. People 
are f r ightened of  the future. Jesus said that there would be “people fa int ing with fear and 
wi th foreboding of what is  coming on the wor ld”  (Luke 21:26) .  Jesus a lso said that when 
a l l  these th ings were happening, his return would be very near.  You wi l l  learn more of  
th is  in  la ter  lessons.  
 

Jesus Christ will come back to be king of the world 
Jesus to ld Pont ius Pi late, the Roman governor ,  that he was born to be a k ing. Over his 
cross was wr it ten: “This is  Jesus of  Nazareth, King of  the Jews”. But when Jesus returns 
he wi l l  not only be k ing of  the Jews, he wi l l  be k ing over the whole wor ld. God spoke of  
th is thousands of  years ago. The wr i ter  of  Psalm 72 looked forward to th is t ime. Verse 8 
says:  

“May he (Jesus)  have dominion from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of 
the earth! ” 

The c ity of  Jerusalem in the land of  Israel  wi l l  become the capi ta l  of  God’s future 
k ingdom. Jesus Chr is t  wi l l  reign f rom Jerusalem as k ing over the whole earth. David,  
Israel ’s  second k ing,  looked forward to the t ime when h is descendant,  Jesus Chr is t ,  
would re ign f rom Jerusalem. 
 

What will happen when Jesus Christ returns to this earth? 
Chr is t  wi l l  ra ise f rom the dead those who have understood the Gospel.  Then he wi l l  
judge everyone who has understood the Gospel  – both those a l ive when he returns and 
those who were ra ised f rom the dead. Only those who have made their  l ives r ight wi th 
God wi l l  be g iven ever last ing l i fe and a p lace in God’s k ingdom on earth. 
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God’s k ingdom wi l l  be a t ime of  great happiness, but i t  wi l l  not be perfect unt i l  Chr ist  
defeats a l l  God’s enemies. Only then wi l l  there be no more s in and death. God wi l l  be 
“a l l  in a l l ”  and the wor ld wi l l  f inal ly be perfect – just as He p lanned f rom the beginning. 
Jesus to ld h is disc ip les that they should pray,  “Your k ingdom come, your wi l l  be done, on 
ear th as i t  is  in heaven”  (Mat thew 6:10).   
 
Not ice that the Gospel is  not about going to heaven when we d ie – that is  not Bib le 
teaching.  I t  is  about ever las t ing l i fe  on ear th. 
 
The apost le  Paul looked forward to th is  t ime when he said: 

“Henceforth there is  la id up for  me the crown of r ighteousness, which the Lord, the 
r ighteous judge, wi l l  award to me on that Day, and not only to me but a lso to a l l  
who have loved h is appear ing” (2 T imothy 4:8).  

 
 
 

                                                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          
                   
 

 

How can we be given a place in God’s future kingdom on earth? 
W e need to recognise how sinfu l we are and do something about  i t .  W hen the apost le  
Paul  was in Athens he said,  

“God . . .  commands a l l  people everywhere to repent,  because he has f ixed a day on 
which he wi l l  judge the wor ld in r ighteousness by a man whom he has appointed;  
and of th is he has g iven assurance to a l l  by ra is ing h im from the dead” (Acts 
17:30,31) .  

God commands everyone to repent .  This means to dec ide to change your l i fe – to please 
God ins tead of  yourself .  W e are a l l  s inners ,  so we al l  need to repent and be bapt ized in 
water .  W e must try to  l ive as the Lord Jesus showed us. To those who do th is,  Jesus 
Chr is t  wi l l  g ive ever last ing l i fe  when he returns. 
 

 

“For the earth wi l l  be 
f i l led with the knowledge 
of the g lory of the LORD, 
as the waters cover the 
sea.”  (Habakkuk 2:14)  

The wonderful  Gospel message is that we can be par t  of  God’s  k ingdom. 

Summary 

1.  The word ‘Gospel ’  means ‘good news’ .  The good news is that God has provided the 
way for  us  to escape f rom sin and death. 

2.  People in Old and New Testament t imes knew the Gospel .  

3.  Jesus l ived a perfect  l i fe and d ied in  obedience to God’s wi l l  to  make i t  poss ib le for  
us to be saved. 

4.  God ra ised Jesus f rom the dead and gave him ever last ing l i fe .  He ascended to 
heaven to be wi th h is Father and he is  s t i l l  there. 

5.  The Lord Jesus wi l l  re turn f rom heaven to set up God’s  k ingdom here on earth. 

6.  He wi l l  judge everyone who has understood the Gospel .  Those accepted wi l l  be 
g iven ever las t ing l i fe  and a p lace in God’s k ingdom on ear th. 

7.  I f  we want to be par t  of  God’s k ingdom on ear th, we must repent  and be bapt ized,  
and try to l ive as the Lord Jesus showed us. 
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A verse to learn: Isaiah 25:8 

He wi l l  swal low up death forever ;  and the Lord GOD wil l  w ipe away tears  f rom al l  faces, 
and the reproach of h is people he wi l l  take away f rom al l  the ear th, for  the LORD has 
spoken.   

 

Verses to read: 
 
Isaiah 45:18 
For thus says the LORD, who created the heavens (he is  God!) ,  who formed the earth 
and made i t  (he establ ished i t ;  he d id not create i t  empty , he formed i t  to be inhabited!) :  
“ I  am the LORD, and there is  no other . ” 
 
Zechariah 9:9 – This is a prophecy that  Jesus would ride through Jerusalem on a 
donkey,  and that one day he wil l  be a king. 
Rejoice great ly ,  O daughter of  Z ion! Shout a loud,  O daughter  of Jerusalem! behold,  your  
k ing is  coming to you; r ighteous and having salvat ion is  he, humble and mounted on a 
donkey,  on a col t ,  the foal of  a donkey. 
 
Matthew 25:31-34 – This passage refers to the t ime of judgement after Christ 
returns to the earth as king. 
When the Son of  Man comes in h is g lory , and a l l  the angels  wi th h im, then he wi l l  s i t  on 
h is g lor ious throne. Before h im wi l l  be gathered a l l  the nat ions,  and he wi l l  separate 
people one f rom another as a shepherd separates the sheep f rom the goats. And he wil l  
p lace the sheep on his  r ight,  but the goats on the le f t .  Then the King wi l l  say to those on 
h is r ight,  “Come, you who are b lessed by my Father,  inher i t  the k ingdom prepared for  
you from the foundat ion of  the wor ld. ” 
 
Isaiah 55:1-11 – This is an invitation to learn the Gospel .  I t  is f reely offered to us. 
Come, everyone who th irsts ,  come to the waters ; and he who has no money, come, buy  
and eat!  Come, buy wine and mi lk without money and wi thout pr ice. Why do you spend 
your  money for  that which is  not bread, and your labour for  that which does not sat is fy? 
L isten d i l igent ly  to me, and eat what is  good, and del ight yourselves in r ich food. Incl ine 
your ear ,  and come to me; hear,  that your  soul may l ive; and I  wi l l  make with you an 
ever last ing covenant ,  my steadfast,  sure love for  David. Behold, I  made h im a wi tness to 
the peoples , a leader  and commander for  the peoples.  Behold, you shal l  ca l l  a nat ion 
that you do not know, and a nat ion that d id not know you shal l  run to you, because of the 
LORD your God,  and of the Holy  One of  Israel,  for  he has g lor i f ied you.   
 
Seek the LORD whi le he may be found;  ca l l  upon h im whi le he is  near;   let  the wicked 
forsake his  way,  and the unr ighteous man h is thoughts; let  h im return to the LORD, that  
he may have compass ion on h im,  and to our God,  for  he wi l l  abundant ly pardon. 
 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts , neither are your ways my ways, declares the 
LORD. For as the heavens are h igher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 
ways and my thoughts  than your thoughts.   
 
For as the ra in and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water  
the ear th, mak ing i t  br ing for th and sprout ,  g iv ing seed to the sower and bread to the 
eater,  so shal l  my word be that goes out from my mouth; i t  shal l  not return to me empty ,  
but i t  shal l  accompl ish that which I  purpose, and shal l  succeed in the thing for  which I 
sent i t .  
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