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The Devil and Satan – Who or What are They?
Lesson 3
Is the Devil a Fallen Evil Angel?

Before we try and answer this question, let us see what the Bible teaches us about angels.

	Psalm 103:20-22
	‘Praise the LORD, you his angels, you mighty ones who do his bidding, who obey his word. Praise the LORD, ALL his heavenly hosts, you his servants who do his  will’

	Psalm 148:2
	‘Praise him, ALL his angels, praise him, ALL his heavenly hosts’

	Hebrews 1:14
	‘Are not ALL angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?’

	Luke 20:35-3 6
	‘But those who are considered worthy of taking part in that age and in the resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage, and they can no longer die; for they are like the angels’

	Habakkuk 1:13
	‘Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong (This is spoken about God)

	Psalms 5:4-5
	‘You are not a God who takes pleasure in evil; with you the wicked cannot dwell. The arrogant cannot stand in your presence; you hate all who do wrong

	Matthew 6:10
	‘Your Kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven


So, the angels praise the LORD, do His bidding, obey His word, and help us to inherit salvation. Notice the emphasis in these verses on ALL. ALL the angels do this. There are no angels who have sinned and disobeyed God.

The angels cannot die we are told in Luke 20:35-3 6 — but if the wages of sin is death and an angel has sinned, then they must die because that is God’s law. So no angel has sinned (read page 22 for explanation of 2 Peter 2:4), because no angel can die. Angels are spirits — they are not made of flesh. They are immortal not mortal. It is impossible for an angel to sin simply because they are spirit and immortal. We can only sin if we are made of flesh, if we have human nature and evil desires. Humans have all these things because they are descended from Adam — Romans 5:12. An angel could not sin because it is spirit and not flesh, it is impossible for it to sin. That is why we are promised that we will be like the angels in Luke 20:35 -after our nature has been changed, we will be made spirit, immortal, and imperishable like the angels— it will be impossible for us to sin. If angels sin then that means we could also sin in the Kingdom and that would not be much of a promise!

Read Hebrews 2:9. It says that Jesus was made ‘a little lower than the angels’. What does this mean? Even though he was the Son of God, he still suffered and died. No angel would go through this, but Jesus was lower than the angels in that he had to suffer this. But then he was exalted ABOVE the angels — he now has immortality like them, but he sits on the right side of his Father in heaven, the future King of the world. He is now higher than the angels.

We pray for God’s Kingdom to come on earth, for His will to be done as it is in heaven. No-one would want a Kingdom where we could still sin even though we were immortal! God’s will is done in heaven, there is perfect harmony there. There could be no rebellion against God because angels do not sin because they cannot sin.

Let us look at the 5 passages that are wrongly used to show that an evil angel was thrown out of heaven before the creation of the world.

Read each chapter from the Bible carefully before you read the reasons why this chapter cannot be talking about an evil angel called the devil.

ISAIAH 14 (read the whole chapter now!)
People believe this chapter is talking about the time before Adam and Eve were created; when an angel of God became proud, sinned and was then thrown out of heaven.

1. The words devil, satan and angel are not mentioned at all in this chapter. If we are saying that this chapter is talking about the devil, then we are adding information.

2. There is no evidence that this is talking about something that happened at creation.

3. Verse 4 tells us it is a ‘taunt’ against the King of Babylon. The King of Babylon was a man, not an evil angel (v4 and 16).

4. Chapters 13-23 of Isaiah are all chapters containing ‘burdens’ or ‘oracles’ against different nations (e.g. Moab, Tyre, Ethiopia) who had acted against God’s people, the Israelites. There is no reason to doubt this chapter is anything different. The King of Babylon had been chosen by God to punish Israel for their disobedience — but Babylon had become proud and so now God was promising to punish them. This prophecy was fulfilled 150 years later in 536BC.

5. The chapter is written in picture language (as the prophets often wrote) — in verse 8 the trees are speaking, in verse 9 hell is speaking. We have to understand that verses 12-14 are also written in this picture language — it is not literal.

6. Death is the punishment for the King of Babylon — the worms destroy his body in the grave. The Bible teaches that angels cannot die (Luke 20:35) which shows again that this isn’t talking of an evil angel.

(a) v9 ‘the grave below is all astir to meet you at your coming’

(b) v11 ‘all your pomp has been brought down to the grave. maggots are spread out beneath you and worms cover you

(c) v15 ‘but you are brought down to the grave, to the depths of the pit’

7. Verse 12 accuses him of weakening the nations — we know there were no nations to weaken before the creation of the world because there were no people to be nations so this can’t be talking about something that happened before God created the world. But we know that the King of Babylon was attacking and destroying many weaker nations — the nations lived in fear of Babylon’s powerful army.

8. In verse 13 he says ‘I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north’ — where is this? Read Psalm 48:2. It shows that the mount is Mount Zion which is on the earth, in Israel. This mount is also referred to in Ezekiel 20:40 — it is in Israel. Why would the devil, an evil angel want to sit in Israel on earth?! But if we know that the King of Babylon desired to conquer and rule over Israel as he ruled over the other nations, then these verses make sense to us.

9. Going up, ascending or being in heaven is a Bible way of saying that someone or something has been given a position of authority or honour by God. It is picture language. Read these passages for the other times this language is used: Jeremiah 51:53, Lamentations 2:1, Matthew 11:23.

Explanation: 
The King of Babylon had become proud and wanted to be greater than God. Babylon was the greatest nation in the world at that time —it was like the morning star (the word Lucifer means morning star) which shone longer and brighter than all the other stars in the morning. But that star had fallen from its position, because God was punishing it. Babylon had oppressed the nations (v12, v4-7) for many years, but now these nations could rejoice because their oppressor had been destroyed (v7-8). He had become like all the other kings of nations who die (v9-11, v16-18) — but because of his great sin, the King of Babylon would not be buried as other kings with honour and respect (v19-20).

In the AV translation of the Bible the King of Babylon is called Lucifer. Some Christians believe that Lucifer is another name for the devil, but just like satan, Lucifer is a Hebrew word that the translators have not translated into English. In modern Bibles, the translators have realised that Lucifer is not a name but is a title for someone who is powerful and so they have translated it as ‘morning star’. The only other time in the Bible this is used is in Revelation 22:16, when Jesus calls himself ‘the bright and morning star Jesus calls himself Lucifer because he is someone who is powerful. So, the word Lucifer is not a name for the devil. Isaiah 14 is not a teaching about an angel called Lucifer who sinned and was thrown out of heaven.

EZEKIEL 28 (read the whole chapter)
People use verses 11-17 to say that the angel that became proud was thrown from heaven.

1. The words devil, satan and angel are not found anywhere in Ezekiel.

2. This prophecy is about the ‘prince of Tyrus’ (verse 2). Chapters 27-32 are a series of ‘lamentations’ or ‘prophecies’ against nations who had acted against Israel (e.g. Egypt, Tyre). If we say this chapter is talking about the devil, then we are adding words to Scripture.

3. Notice the use of picture language again — this is not talking literally. The sin of the prince of Tyre was that he had been in a privileged position and then become proud (v2). His pride came because he had grown very wealthy through trade (v4-5, i8). We read in chapter 27:1 that he was ‘at the gateway to the sea’. This is telling us that Tyre was a port on the coast and we know from maps that it was to the north of Israel. It was a very important trading nation. This trading nation was very successful and became wealthy and sadly, because of their wealth they became proud. This is not talking about a devil or an evil angel becoming proud because they were successful in their business. We cannot say some of these verses are about the devil and some are about the King of Tyre.

4. His punishment was death by the hand of strangers (v8-i0). If we think this verse is talking about the devil, then it means that strangers killed the devil. The real meaning is that the King of Tyre was killed by people that he did not know.

5. The Prince of Tyre was a man (v9) not an angel.

6. Verse 13 says ‘You were in Eden the garden of God’ — does this verse show that the devil was the serpent in the Garden of Eden? No - this does not mean that he was in the Garden of Eden with Adam and Eve. Remember, there is no mention of devil, serpent or angel in this passage. It may be talking about the same PLACE, but it is not talking about Eden at the TIME of Adam and Eve. The description of Eden here is not the description of the garden of Eden that we have in Genesis.

7. Full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. Does this tell us that it is talking about a fallen angel? No. We are told that the prince of Tyre was wise and that is how he had become wealthy (v 4-5). We are told that many people in the Bible were perfect: Noah (Genesis 6:9); Abraham (Genesis 17:1), Job (Job 1:1), Asa (1 Kings 15:14). The word perfect does not mean sinless, it just means complete or whole. In Ezekiel 27:1, Tyre calls herself ‘beautiful’. Israel is also described in these terms.

8. Other nations in this series of prophecies are also described as trees in the garden of Eden, for example, Egypt and Assyria —Ezekiel 31:1-9, 18. Does it mean that these nations were also in the garden of Eden? No. Being described as trees in the garden of Eden is obviously not literal — nations are not trees! It just means that these nations had conquered people who lived in the area of Eden. God had used all these kings for a purpose, but they had all become proud and blasphemed God and therefore God was going to punish them.

9. Notice that the King of Tyre sinned while he was IN Eden and was therefore cast out of Eden. It does NOT say that he was cast out of heaven. We know from Genesis 2:8-14 that Eden was a place on the earth.

10 Again, we are told that he was in the ‘holy mountain of God’ (v14) —and Ezekiel 20:40 tells us that this is a mountain in the land of Israel, it is not in heaven.

Explanation

Tyre had a good relationship with Israel. It had shown friendliness to King David and to King Solomon in their reigns over Israel (2 Samuel 5:11, 1 Kings 5:1-12). It had provided Solomon with many of the materials to build the temple of God. God said in Genesis 12:3 that He would bless the peoples who blessed Israel (Abraham’s seed) and so Tyre was blessed richly for its friendship and kindness to Israel. But Tyre abused this special relationship with Israel and instead of being friends, they wanted to rule over Israel and so God punished them.

LUKE 10:17-20 (read the whole passage)

People think this passage describes the time when the angel was thrown out of heaven.

1. Notice that Jesus is using parable language — ‘I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven’. Lightning doesn’t come from Gods dwelling place in heaven. This is just telling us that the fall of satan is LIKE the speed of lightning. Remember that the translators have chosen to give satan a capital letter; this does not mean that satan is the name of someone; it does not have a capital letter in the original language.

2. The passage does not say that satan is an angel who has sinned and is being punished by being thrown out of heaven.

3. Jesus sees this happen DURING his ministry, around AD3O-33. There is NO indication that this is something that happened before the creation of the world.

4. Falling from heaven is a way of saying in picture language that something or someone is losing their authority (for example the King of Babylon in Isaiah 14:12, Israel in Lamentations 2:1 and Babylon in Jeremiah 51:53). Another example of this is in Luke 10:15 —‘and you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the skies (heaven)? No you will go down to the depths.’ Capernaum is a city where Jesus had been preaching but they had rejected his teaching, they wouldn’t accept the gospel. This verse is not saying that this physical city had been in heaven and was now thrown down to the ground. It is just saying that the people there had held a position of authority. They had been privileged because the Son of God had come to them to preach the gospel — BUT because they had rejected him, they were losing that position of honour and so they would be destroyed.
Explanation:
We have already seen that satan is anything that is against or opposes us. In verse 9, Jesus sends the disciples out to:

(a) heal the sick and

(b) preach the gospel (the good news that they could receive everlasting life)

Because we sin, we are under the curse of Adam which means that we will all become sick and die at some time. In their preaching work, the disciples were conquering both these in healing and preaching about the gospel. They were taking away the power of sin because they were showing that if we believe in Jesus we can have our sins forgiven, and they were taking away the power of death by healing people of their sicknesses. In the Kingdom of God, this work will be done perfectly and completely. Sin and death are both satans to us, but these were being conquered in the work that Christ and the disciples were doing, sin was losing its power over men.

JUDE: 6 and 2 PETER 2:4 (read both verses carefully)

Are these verses talking about angels that sinned and were thrown out of heaven?

1. The English word ‘angel’ is ‘aggelos’ in the Greek language and means ‘a messenger’. It can be used to describe human and spirit messengers. Look at these examples of where the same Greek word is used to describe a man or men:
	Matthew 11:10
	‘I will send my messenger ahead of you Jesus was speaking about John the Baptist

	Luke 7:24,27
	‘after John’s messengers left, Jesus…’
(Jesus was speaking about the disciples of John the Baptist)

	Luke 9:52
	‘and Jesus sent messengers on ahead who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him’
(Jesus was speaking about his disciples)


2.
Notice these angels or messengers are kept in chains, so they cannot exercise power whatever they are!

3.
Remember that angels cannot sin or die (Romans 6:23 / Luke 20:35)

4.
The context of these verses in Jude and Peter is talking about false teachers (2 Peter 2:1-3 and Jude 4). The other examples of false teachers that are used are from the time of Noah and Lot, Old Testament characters that we know about.

5.
The warning in these letters is that we are NOT to be like this. Jude verse 7 says these characters ‘serve as an example’ to us! That means we can learn from these characters because they are like us. It cannot be talking about heavenly angels because heavenly angels are not like us. Jude verse 5 says these characters are to remind us of the dangers of false teachers — so when we read about them in the Old Testament we learn not to be like them. Notice there is no reference to these angels sinning before the creation of the world?

Job 38:7 says that ‘all the angels shouted for joy’ when the world was created and we know from Genesis that everything was very good.

6.
We know that the last judgement will be by fire, but we also know from other Bible passages that angels cannot be destroyed by fire —look at these passages : the angel who appeared to Manoah (Judges 13:20-21), the angel in the fiery furnace with Daniel’s friends (Daniel 3:19-26, 28). Fire has no power over angels because they are immortal.

Explanation:

So who were the angels that sinned? There is evidence that the angels in these verses were human angels, men who were messengers who sinned and will be judged when Jesus returns. Read Numbers 16 carefully. The angels or messengers were the 250 princes that were led in rebellion by Korah, Dathan and Abiram:

(a) They were to ‘minister to the congregation’ (v9) = this word is ‘aggeloi’ or angels

(b) They were princes or leaders or ‘men of renown’ (v2) = they had positions of authority

(c) They left their positions of authority when they desired to become priests which is not what God wanted (v10).

(d) The earth swallows them as punishment from God = delivered into chains of darkness (Numbers 16:31-33).

(e) These angels are said to ‘reject authority and slander’ (read Jude verse 8) and we can see that in their wicked actions they were rejecting Moses and Aaron as the leaders that God had chosen, they were speaking against them or slandering them.

REVELATION 12 (read the whole chapter now)

People believe that verses 7-9 show that the devil was cast out of heaven just before the earth was created.

1. There is no indication that this incident happened before the creation — in fact, Revelation 1:1 tells us that the Revelation shows us things ‘that must soon take place.’ The Revelation is not about events that happened a long time ago, but about events that would happen after Revelation had been written (AD96 and onwards). 
Revelation 4:1 repeats this. So we cannot say that this passage is talking of something that happened at or before the creation of the world.

2. Verse 10 gives us an idea of when this chapter did happen. After the devil has been cast to the earth, John hears a loud voice saying ‘NOW is come salvation and strength and the Kingdom of our God and the power of his Christ ...‘. These verses are announcing the Kingdom of God. We are not talking about a time before the creation here. The devil is described as the ‘accuser of our brothers

(a) he accuses them before our God day and night’ (v10) and ‘who

(b) leads the whole world astray’ (v9) — so this cannot have happened before Adam and Eve were created because there were no brethren to accuse!

3. The devil is not described as a fallen angel who has sinned; it is an enormous red dragon with 7 heads and 10 horns and 7 crowns on his heads’ (v3). We do not read of this creature in Genesis.

4. Revelation is a book of symbol. It describes things in picture form, not literally. In the Authorised Version of the Bible (Kings James Version) we are told in Revelation 1:1 ‘and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John’. Signified means to put into sign language or symbol. We have to be so careful when we use Revelation because we cannot just decide to take some bits literally and other bits symbolically. By reading Revelation 12, we can see this symbolic language — it is written in picture language, almost like a cartoon. Read these verses in chapter 12 for examples:

(a) V1: a woman clothed with the sun, the moon under her feet and on her head a crown of 12 stars. The sun and stars are balls of flaming gas; there is no way that a woman could ‘wear’ them!

(b) v3: a dragon with 7 heads and 10 horns

(c) v4: the dragon’s tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and cast them to the earth — most stars are bigger than the earth and they would just burn the earth up — this dragon would have to be HUGE!

(c) You can see that these verses are not really talking about literal things — there is not really a woman with a coat made of the sun or a dragon big enough to throw stars! This chapter is obviously symbolising or representing something else.

5. The heaven mentioned in verses 1, 3, 4 and 5 must be symbolic and not literal, just like everything else in the chapter. That gives us every reason to believe that the heaven in verse 7 is symbolic too. We cannot decide that verses 7-9 are literal when the rest of the chapter is symbolic.

6. Can we really imagine that a war like this COULD happen in the place where God lives? Psalms 5:4-5 and Habakkuk 1:13 tell us that God cannot live with evil. And something else to think about, when we pray the Lord’s Prayer we ask that Gods will be done on the earth ‘as it is in heaven’. So whatever happens in heaven is God’s will — do we really think that it is God’s will to have angels sinning, rebelling and fighting in heaven? Do we really want that on the earth? No - God is in total control of His angels.

Explanation:

In the symbolism of this chapter there are obviously 2 power groups, each with its followers. The dragon seems to represent a political power because in verse 3 it is described as having crowns on its heads and we know that it is only a king or someone in power that wears a crown. If we keep reading Revelation, we see that the terrible beasts that are described represent the false churches (spiritual Babylon). This religious organisation that will stand against Christ when he returns (Revelation 17:14) is described as ‘that old serpent, called the devil and satan’. This just means that it has the characteristics of ‘that old serpent, the devil, satan’.

that old serpent — the serpent deceived Adam and Eve

devil — means false accuser, slanderer 
satan — opposer

The organisation that this symbol describes is all of these things. It falsely accuses and slanders the true followers of Christ; it opposes them in persecution and deceives them. The false churches have done all of these things through history.

	SLANDER
	means to speak falsely about someone so that people will think badly of them.

	FALSE ACCUSER
	means to say someone has said or done something wrong when they haven’t.


Remember that John the Baptist called the Pharisees and leaders a ‘brood of vipers’. They weren’t literally a brood of vipers, but they were deceiving the people in the same way that the serpent had deceived Adam and Eve.

The devil represents anything that falsely accuses or slanders — this can be our sinful human nature, or it can be a group of people that falsely accuse or slander the followers of Christ.

We cannot use any of these chapters to teach the doctrine that the devil is an angel who sinned and was thrown out of heaven. If we do this we are adding information and putting ideas into the verses that are not there (read Revelation 22:18, 19). We cannot select some verses from a chapter and say that they are literal when we can see that the chapter is using symbolic language. We cannot select words out of verses to fit our idea and ignore the rest of the verse.

Some people argue that although the devil is not the first fulfilment to these passages, it is a second fulfilment — just like we find in prophecy. A prophecy looks into the future and when the events that are talked about happen, this is called a fulfilment of the prophecy. Some prophecies can be fulfilled more than once. The first and second fulfilments of a prophecy always happen after the prophecy has been spoken or written. These prophecies cannot be telling us that the devil is a fallen angel because prophecies are always about something that is going to happen in the future and never about things that have already happened in the past.

We only know that there are second or even third fulfilments of prophecies because we are told somewhere else in scripture. We know that Psalm 22 and Isaiah 53 are wonderful prophecies of Christ even though Christ is not mentioned in them. This is because we have 4 gospels that give us the facts about the suffering and death of Christ, which are the same as the information given in these Old Testament chapters. We have solid evidence to base these prophecies on and we can therefore look back into the Old Testament and see that these prophecies really do talk about Christ. Often these prophecies are actually directly quoted in the New Testament and so we can see that the inspired New Testament waters are telling us these are second fulfilments of Old Testament prophecies.

Look at these examples:

	In Psalm 109:8 it says
	‘May his days be few; may another take his place of leadership’


Who is this prophecy talking about? It gives no name so how can we know? In the New Testament this verse from Psalms is quoted by Peter when the disciples are choosing a new leader to replace Judas:

	Acts 1:20
	‘For, said Peter, it is written in the book of Psalms . . . may another take his place of leadership’


Because another passage in the Bible tells us what the prophecy means we can interpret it correctly. The prophecy in Psalms was about Judas.

Here is another example:

	In Matthew 1:23 it says
	‘The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel which means God with us’


When the angel appeared to Mary and told her about the birth of Jesus the angel quoted a verse from the Old Testament:

	Isaiah 7:14
	Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: the virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel’


So we know these passages in the Old Testament are prophecies about Jesus because the New Testament tells us so. There are many examples of this in the New Testament.

The subject of a prophecy also seems to stay the same. So if the prophecy is talking about Israel, then both the first and second fulfilments will be about Israel in the future. The second fulfilment would never be about another country. Isaiah 53 is telling us firstly about a man, the King Hezekiah, but it is also a second prophecy about Christ — another man. The subject of Isaiah 14 is about a King again, so the second fulfilment must also be about a King. It cannot be about a fallen angel when in the prophecy itself it keeps mentioning that the King is a man. Not all prophecies have more than one fulfilment. Remember, we only know that there are second or third fulfilments of a prophecy if we are told somewhere in the Bible.

All of the main teachings of the Bible are given as fact. We do not have to work them out from difficult prophecies. But nowhere in the Bible does God tell us that satan or the devil is an evil fallen angel that is trying to make us sin. This idea is made up from lots of interpretations of different verses. If the devil was an evil angel, our greatest enemy, then God would make this main teaching clear to us. We wouldn’t have to try and interpret difficult chapters to find this out.

We use other prophecies to talk about what might happen in the future — but we are not using these to create a doctrine (main teaching) that we need to understand to be saved. We cannot base doctrines on interpretation of verses, especially when the passages are not literal.

Before we go on to look at what the devil is in the Bible, we need to understand about personification.

Personification

What does personification mean? It is to give a personality to an object or idea, to pretend that something is living even though it is not. When we personify an object or idea, we speak about it as if it is a person having actions and thoughts.

Many things and ideas are personified in the Bible. A good example is that of sin. We know that sin is not a person, but that it is behaviour of human beings. To sin is to break a commandment of God. Read these verses — sin is described as being like a King who has slaves and reigns over people:

	John 8:34
	‘everyone who sins is a slave to sin’

	Romans 6:21, 16,18
	‘do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires ... whether you are slaves to sin ... you have been set free from sin ...‘


So you can see how the behaviour of sin is talked about as if it is a person, a King. This is called personification. Look at these other examples:

	World


	John 15:19 ‘if you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world that is why the world hates you’

The world is described as having emotions like a person

	Riches
	Matthew 6:24 ‘no-one can serve two masters you cannot serve both God and money.

Money is described as being a master who you serve

	Spirit
	John 16:13 ‘but when he, the spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth’. 

The spirit is described as a person, even though ifs just the power of God

	Wisdom
	Proverbs 3:13-15 and 9:1 ‘blessed is the man who finds wisdom for she is more profitable than silver she is more precious than rubies, nothing you desire can compare with her

Wisdom is described as a woman that you should want as a wife

	Israel
	Jeremiah 31:4,18 ‘I will build you up again and you will be rebuilt, O virgin Israel you will go out to dance with the joyful’

The nation of Israelis described as a virgin woman dancing for joy

	Church
	2 Corinthians 11:2, 1 Corinthians 12:27 ‘I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy, I promised you to one husband, to Christ, so that I might present you as a pure virgin to him’ Revelation 19:7 ‘for the wedding of the Lamb has come and his bride has made herself ready’

The church is described as a woman ready to be married


Just as sin is personified, so is our sinful nature. It is described as being the devil. The word ‘devil’ means ‘false accuser or slanderer. The serpent was a devil because by its behaviour it was a slanderer — it spoke wrongly about God by saying that what God had said was not true, it deceived Adam and Eve. Judas was called a devil (John 13:2) because by his behaviour he was a false accuser and a slanderer.

WE can be a devil when we act in this way.

Sin is the great slanderer of God. When we break God’s commandments we are saying that God is wrong, that our way is better. Sin makes us disbelieve God and disobey His commands. That is how the Bible talks about sin. It is a devil. THIS is what we are fighting against — sin, our flesh (sinful nature), our devil! Because we are all descended from Adam, we all have sinful nature like him. By our nature we are sinful and because of this we will die with no hope of life again. But if we choose to become a son of God through baptism, then we belong to Jesus. He becomes our master instead of sin. We will still sin but death no longer has its everlasting power over us because our sins can be forgiven and when Christ returns we will be raised from the dead.

Why does the Bible personify things?

The Bible personifies things to show how powerful they are. In the Old Testament, sin is personified as a prostitute. It is a powerful way of showing us how tempting sin can be. Read Proverbs 2:16-19, 5:3-14, 7:1-27. It relates to something that we can understand — fighting sin is LIKE fighting against a real person, it is hard and we have to be aware of the dangers. That is why sin is personified for us in the New Testament too, but in the New Testament it is not a prostitute, it is called the devil.
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