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FELLOWSHIP WITH THOSE OF THE SAME FAITH 
 

Reading:  1 Cor inth ians 3 
 

What is fellowship? 
Because the Lord Jesus f i l led h is l i fe wi th the W ord of  God and never  s inned, he enjoyed 
true fe l lowship wi th His Father.  They were of  one mind and purpose, which is  why Jesus 
could say that he and h is Father  were one (John 17:11) .  They were one because they 
shared the same way of  th ink ing,  not  because they were part  of  a Tr in i ty (Lesson 16) .  
They were one because Jesus d id God’s  wi l l  complete ly.  
 
Jesus prayed that  h is  fol lowers  “may be one, even as we are one” (John 17:11).  He 
wanted bel ievers to be one wi th h im and His Father.  W hen we are bapt ized we become 
sons and daughters of  God. He wants a c lose re lat ionship wi th us in th is l i fe .  Bapt ized 
bel ievers can have fe l lowship wi th God and His Son now, because they are tr ying to do 
God’s wi l l .  But they s t i l l  s in .  Complete fel lowship wi l l  on ly be achieved when they are 
made immorta l and therefore no longer able to s in.  Only then wi l l  they be complete ly at 
one with God. 
 
Members of  God’s  family have something very specia l in common with each other.  They 
have fel lowship wi th each other  because of  their  fe l lowship wi th God and the Lord Jesus.  
W e can understand th is by th ink ing about  everyday l i fe ,  where we see people becoming 
f r iends because of  a common interest  or  shared exper ience. In the same way,  true 
bel ievers have fe l lowship together because of  their  common faith,  thei r  shared hope and 
their  way of  l i fe which is  so d if ferent f rom people in the wor ld. Chr is t ian fe l lowship is  
based on a bel ief  in  God’s W ord, and s ince this is  so important to true bel ievers i t  
af fects them al l  great ly and so they have a s trong fe l lowship wi th other true bel ievers .   
 
Bib le fe l lowship is  therefore a spec ia l c lose re lat ionship wi th God and the Lord Jesus,  
through bel ief  and bapt ism. I t  resul ts in a strong bond wi th others who a lso share the 
same pr iv i leged posi t ion of  being God’s sons and daughters , and therefore share a 
common purpose and way of  l i fe.  Al l  over the wor ld, men and women share fel lowship 
together  when they belong to the fami ly of  God. Chr is t ian fe l lowship is  not the same as 
just get t ing on wel l  wi th someone – i t  is  a spir i tua l  re lat ionship which depends upon 
shar ing the same fa i th  in  God. 
 

 

“Be separate” 
The apost le John wr ites about fel lowship in h is f i rs t  let ter .  He explains that true 
bel ievers are people who bel ieve the truth about the Lord Jesus and who try to pract ise 
i t .  Chr ist ian fe l lowship only ex ists between people i f  they have a c lose relat ionship with 
God themselves. 
 

1 JOHN 1:3,5-7 NOTES 

That which we have seen and heard we proclaim 
also to you, so that you too may have fellowship 
with us; 

and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and 
with his Son Jesus Christ.  

God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we 
say we have fellowship with him while we walk in 
darkness, we lie and do not practise the truth.  

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another, and  

the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 

John’s readers could have fellowship with him and 
other believers because of what they had learnt 
about Jesus. 

Fellowship with God and the Lord Jesus is the basis 
of fellowship between believers. 

Because God is totally righteous, we cannot be in 
fellowship with God and please ourselves. We have 
to try to live according to the true doctrine.  

By seeking God’s ways we can have fellowship with 
others who walk in the light, and 

we will enjoy forgiveness of sins. 

Fel lowship means sharing. Bible fellowship means sharing bel iefs, hopes and 
worship together with fellow-bel ievers. 
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To enjoy fe l lowship wi th God and His Son we need to be separate f rom the wor ld. The 
New Testament commands fo l lowers of  Chr ist  to l ive apart  f rom the wor ld. This does not  
mean leaving the wor ld – that would be imposs ib le – but,  rather ,  to l ive d if ferent ly f rom 
the wor ld and i ts  godless ways as Abraham did (Hebrews 11:8-13).  Jesus prayed for  h is 
fol lowers that they would be kept  by God f rom the evi l  in the wor ld, adding: 

“They are not of the wor ld, jus t as I  am not of the wor ld. Sanct i fy  (separate)  them in 
the truth;  your  word is  truth” (John 17:16,17) .   

The wor ld was regarded by Jesus and his  apost les as an evi l  and wicked place (1 John 
2:15-17) .  I t  is  fu l l  of  people who have no desire for  the th ings of  God, and who make l i fe  
hard for  true Chr ist ians to do as God commands. James 4:4 te l ls  us that “whoever 
wishes to be a fr iend of the wor ld makes h imsel f  an enemy of God”.  People of  the wor ld 
have dif ferent standards as wel l  as a d if ferent way of  l i fe.  W hat is  most important to us  
is  of  l i t t le or  no in terest to them. W e dare not share our l ives wi th people of  the wor ld, so 
having brothers and s isters in Chr is t  who share a love of  God’s W ord helps us in our  
d isc ip leship.  People who have wrong re l ig ious bel iefs,  as wel l  as people who do not  
respect God,  can lead true bel ievers as tray f rom God. 
 

Adam and Eve 
Adam and Eve were made for  each other  and were meant to  help and suppor t  each other 
(see Genes is 2:18) .  Their  marr iage showed fel lowship – shar ing a l l  that God had g iven,  
enjoying one another ’s company,  work ing together and apprec iat ing together a l l  God’s  
b less ings. This fe l lowship ex isted because both were at one wi th God. Man, woman and 
God were in harmony.   

 
W hen Adam and Eve broke God’s law (Genes is 3)  th is fe l lowship wi th God was broken.  
God is holy and cannot accept  s in,  nor can s inners ex ist  in  His  presence. Adam and Eve 
had to leave the Garden of  Eden. As wel l  as ending their  c lose contact with God, their  
s in af fec ted their  human re lat ionship – Adam blamed Eve for  what had happened. This is  
a lesson for  us. Only when we “walk in the l ight,  as he is  in the l ight ,  we have fe l lowship  
wi th one another ”.  Our s ins prevent us having fe l lowship with God ( Isa iah 59:2) and can 
af fect our fe l lowship with our brothers and s isters . 
 

Fellowship at Pentecost 
There was a wonderfu l response to the teaching of  the apost les at Pentecost.  Many 
bel ieved in the death,  resurrec t ion and teaching about Jesus and were bapt ized. They 
enjoyed fe l lowship together  because they a l l  accepted the apost les ’ teaching and now 
had a d if ferent purpose and way of  l i fe.  They showed their  fe l lowship by shar ing their  
possess ions and break ing bread together in homes:    

“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fel lowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers .  And a l l  who bel ieved were together and had 
a l l  th ings in common. And they were sel l ing their  possess ions and belongings and 
d istr ibut ing the proceeds to a l l ,  as any had need.  And day by day, at tending the 
temple together and break ing bread in their  homes, they received their  food with 
g lad and generous hearts ” (Acts  2:42,44-46) .     

This example of  the f i rs t  century bel ievers , in meet ing for  fel lowship, break ing of  bread 
and prayers , is  one Chr is tadelphians today st i l l  fo l low. They have d if ferent s tandards 
f rom the people in the wor ld and so seek the fel lowship of  others  with the same way of  
l i fe.  Every week members  l iv ing in the same area meet to worship God and to remember 
Jesus in  the way he appointed in  the ‘Break ing of  Bread’  serv ice. 
 

The Breaking of Bread 
Disc ip les of  Chr ist  need regular contact i f  they are to grow together in love, and in truth 
(Hebrews 10:24,25).  The break ing of  bread to remember the Lord Jesus and h is  great  
sa lvat ion is  the centre of  t rue Chr ist ian fe l lowship. By eat ing a small  p iece of  bread and 
dr ink ing a s ip of  wine we remind ourselves of  the huge cost for  our  salvat ion when Jesus 
d ied on the cross (1 Peter 1:18,19) .  I t  encourages us to remember the promise we made 
at our bapt ism – to serve God and not to p lease ourselves. I t  is  a t ime to ask ourselves 
whether we real ly are walk ing in the l ight .  I t  is  impor tant to share th is s imple feast wi th  
the r ight  att i tude as 1 Cor inth ians 11:26-29 shows.   
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This becomes a wonderful t ime of  
fel lowship as we come c loser to God and 
His Son by ask ing forg iveness and 
meditat ing on the sacr i f ice of  our  Lord.  
 
The bread and wine are symbols of  the 
body and the b lood of  Jesus. There is  
nothing magical or  myst ica l about them; 
for  example, the bread does not change 
into the actual body of  the Lord Jesus, as  
some people wrongly bel ieve.  
 

Jesus said to h is c lose fo l lowers,  “Do th is in remembrance of me” (Luke 22:19) ,  which 
a l lows only bapt ized bel ievers to share th is serv ice of  remembrance. Chr istadelphians 
therefore only break bread wi th other bapt ized members of  the community (2 Cor inth ians 
6:14-18) .  They recognise that i t  is  important to have fe l lowship only wi th others who 
bel ieve the same bas ic Bib le truths, to keep the doctr ine pure (see 1 T imothy 1:3,4; 2 
T imothy 1:13,14; T itus 2:1).  I f  you become a Chr is tadelphian by being bapt ized in to 
Chr is t ,  a l l  o ther Chr is tadelphians are your brothers and s is ters. (Remember the name 
‘Chr istadelphian’ means  ‘brothers  in  Chr ist ’ . )  I t  is  a great joy to belong to such a fami ly.  
Chr is tadelphians are one in  Chr is t  (Galat ians 3:27,28).  
 
W e read of  the f irs t  century Chr is t ians break ing bread on a Sunday,  the f irs t  day of  the 
week (Acts 20:7, 1 Cor inth ians 16:2) so Chr is tadelphians usual ly break bread on a 
Sunday.  This  is  d if ferent  f rom the Sabbath (Saturday) .   
 

Spirit and truth 
A Samar itan woman asked Jesus whether people should worship on Mount Ger izim near 
where they were ta lk ing, or  at Jerusalem. Jesus gave an answer which she must have 
found surpr is ing. He said that  neither p lace mattered,  and then added: 

“But the hour is  coming, and is  now here, when the t rue worshippers wi l l  worship 
the Father in spirit  and truth ,  for  the Father is  seek ing such people to worship 
h im” (John 4:23) .  

In  AD 70,  about 40 years  af ter  that conversat ion, both Jerusalem and Mount Ger izim 
could not  be used as p laces of  worship because the Roman armies had swept  through 
the land of  Is rael and destroyed i ts  re l igious p laces. Those Jews who surv ived the wars , 
and who d id not escape, were taken in to capt iv i t y and sold as s laves. So i f  the ir  re l ig ion 
was to depend upon temples and holy s i tes , they would have had to g ive i t  up. Jesus 
was showing that true worship has noth ing to do wi th bui ld ings and shr ines; instead i t  
has to do wi th bel ief ,  s incer i ty,  and truth. 
 
“Spir i t  and truth” in the quotat ion above is a very important combinat ion. Some people 
today c la im to have, or  be led by, the spir i t .  But when you ta lk  to them, you soon real ise 
that they do not know what the Bible teaches. Perhaps they bel ieve in going to heaven at  
death, whereas the Bib le c lear ly teaches that God’s k ingdom wi l l  be set up on ear th. Or  
they might bel ieve that Jesus Chr is t  is  part  of  a Tr in i ty,  when the Bible teaches that 
Jesus ’ l i fe s tar ted when he born, having been conceived by the act ion of  God’s power , 
the Holy Spir i t ,  on Mary.  People who c la im to have the Spir i t ,  but  who lack  Bib le truth,  
must be wrong. 
 
True worshippers today are not impressed by large churches or p laces of  worship. The 
true church is  not about bui ld ings but people; and i t  does not matter  how many people 
there are. W hat real ly matters is  what  they bel ieve, and how they worship God. I t  is  good 
to have the r ight sp ir i t  in worship, but this comes f rom bel ieving Bib le truth and doing  
what  is  r ight wi th God.  
 

God’s dwelling place 
True bel ievers are God’s dwell ing p lace – He wants  to l ive in them and with them every 
day of  their  l ives . Paul  sa id to the Cor inth ian church: 

1 Corinthians 11:26-29 For as often as you eat 
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 
Lord's death until he comes. Whoever, therefore, 
eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 
unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning the 
body and blood of the Lord. Let a person examine 
himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of 
the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without 
discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on 

himself. 
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“Do you not know that you are God ’s temple and that God ’s Spir i t  dwel ls  in you?” (1 
Cor inth ians 3;16. See a lso Ephes ians 2:19-22).  

Church bui ld ings are not important .  Jesus never bui l t  one and he descr ibed the 
magnif icent temple in Jerusalem as a den of  th ieves and robbers. He wanted h is  
d isc ip les to fo l low h im and not the temple pr iests .  His Last Supper was held with h is 
d isc ip les in an upper room in Jerusalem, and there the apost les  met to worship af ter-
wards (Acts 1:13) .  The serv ices of  the apost les in the ear ly church took place in homes 
(Coloss ians 4:15)  or  h ired rooms (Acts 28:23-31).  
 

Worshipping together or apart 
Ins tead of  using the word ‘church’ ,  Chr istadelphians of ten use ‘ecclesia ’  ( the Greek word 
for  ‘church’ in the Bib le, which means ‘ those cal led out ’) .  The Bib le word ‘church’ does 
not refer to a bui ld ing but to a group of  people cal led out f rom the wor ld. They meet to  
break bread; to study God’s W ord together ,  and a lso have meetings to preach the Gospel  
to  non-members. Some ecc les ias a lso have act iv i t ies for  ch i ldren.   
 
L ike the f irs t  century bel ievers, there are no pr iests ,  because the Lord Jesus is  our High 
Pr iest .  The bel iev ing men (brothers in  Chr ist)  share the dut ies of  the serv ice. At the 
break ing of  bread meet ing one brother presides – he arranges the hymns and readings 
and prayers , and cal ls  upon others to help with these dut ies. Another wi l l  have prepared 
a short  ta lk  to encourage the congregat ion – the exhor tat ion. W hen those present have 
been suitably prepared to remember Jesus,  the emblems of  bread and wine are shared 
together  – just  as  Jesus d id at  the Last Supper  long ago (read Luke 22:14-30).  
 
There is  usual ly a col lec t ion dur ing these break ing of  bread meet ings, and th is is  an 
opportunity for  g iving however  much people want  to g ive (1 Cor inth ians 16:1-3).  No-one 
e lse knows how much an indiv idual g ives. The pr inc ip le of  g iv ing is  important as i t  is  an 
act of  fel lowship, or  shar ing, as wel l  as a small  way of  thank ing God for  His great love in  
g iving Jesus. The money col lec ted is  used in  many ways,  inc luding suppor t ing preaching 
work  and our members  who are iso lated or s ick . 
 
Chr is tadelphians break bread on their  own i f  no other bel ievers l ive nearby, but they are 
st i l l  in fe l lowship wi th Chr istadelphians wor ldwide, who wi l l  a lso be break ing bread on 
the same day. In t ime, i t  may p lease God to cal l  o ther bel ievers  in that area and thus 
a l low the development  of  a new ecc les ia of  worshippers. 

 

A verse to learn: 2 Cor inth ians 6:16   

What agreement has the temple of God wi th ido ls? For we are the temple of the l iv ing 
God; as God said, ‘I  w i l l  make my dwel l ing among them and walk among them, and I  wi l l  
be their  God,  and they shal l  be my people. ’  

 
Passages to read:  1 John 1; 1 Corinthians 10 
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Summary 

1.  Fel lowship is  a spec ia l re lat ionship that a bel iever enjoys wi th God and the Lord 
Jesus through bel ief  and bapt ism. I t  results  in a bond of  fe l lowship between those 
who share the same bel iefs and way of  l i fe.  

2.  True bel ievers cannot  have fe l lowship with those who do not accept t rue Bib le 
teaching. 

3.  W e must seek fel lowship wi th God and the Lord Jesus through prayer ,  medi tat ion 
and Bib le reading. 

4.  The c losest fel lowship with God, the Lord Jesus and our fel low-bel ievers is  when 
we share the bread and wine at the Break ing of  Bread serv ice.  

5.  There wi l l  be perfect  fe l lowship wi th God in His  k ingdom on earth.  


