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GOD’S PROMISES TO ABRAHAM 
 

Reading: Genes is 13 

 

The friend of God 
I t  is  amazing that a man can be descr ibed as the f r iend of  God, but  th is is  how the Bib le 
descr ibes Abraham (Isa iah 41:8) because of  h is remarkable fai th.  He was f irs t  ca l led 
Abram and he l ived in  the town of  Ur about 2,000 years before Jesus was born. Ur was 
s ituated in  the land of  Mesopotamia (modern Iraq),  about 1,000 k i lometres  east  of  
Canaan ( Israel) .  The people of  Ur d id not know about the true God and worshipped many 
false gods. The ru ins of  a temple bui l t  to a moon god have been found there.   
 

A message from God  
One day Abraham 
received a message 
f rom the Almighty God. 
God to ld Abraham to 
move f rom his home and 
h is family and go to a 
country that God would 
show him:   

“Now the LORD said 
to Abram, ‘Go from 
your  country and your  
k indred and your  
father ’s house to the 
land that I  w i l l  show 
you ’ ” (Genesis  12:1).  

Abraham obeyed God. 
The New Testament te l ls  
us that Abraham “went 
out,  not  knowing where he was going” (Hebrews 11:8) .  Abraham’s fai th  in God was so 
strong that he obeyed and lef t  h is home, not knowing where God would eventual ly sett le 
h im. Abraham was a man of  such fa ith and obedience that God descr ibes Himself  as “ the 
God of  Abraham”  (Exodus 3:6).  
 
W ith th is command to leave Ur , God made these promises to Abraham, expla in ing that  
He had a purpose wi th h im:  

“And I  wi l l  make of you a great nat ion, and I  wi l l  b less you and make your name 
great,  so that you wi l l  be a b less ing. I  w i l l  b less those who b less you, and him who 
d ishonours you I  wi l l  curse, and in you a l l  the fami l ies of the earth shal l  be b lessed” 
(Genes is  12:2,3) .  

These are amazing words. God promised to make Abraham’s  descendants into a great 
nat ion. This is  the f irs t  of  several great promises that God made to Abraham. God a lso 
said that through Abraham al l  famil ies of  the earth wi l l  be b lessed – c lear ly i t  is  
impor tant  that  we understand these promises. 
 

More wonderful promises 
Abraham travel led f i rs t  to Haran and then on to Canaan ( Israel) .  He reached Canaan 
wi th h is wife,  Sarah ( f i rs t  ca l led Sarai) ,  and h is nephew, Lot.  Genes is 13 descr ibes how 
Abraham then separated f rom his k indred (Lot) .  Lot  chose the best of  the land for  h is 
f locks and herds and Abraham was lef t  to f ind pastures in the more barren parts  of  the 
country.  However ,  God was with Abraham and, because of  Abraham’s tota l obedience,  
added more promises to those made in Ur:   

“The LORD said to Abram, after  Lot had separated f rom him, ‘L i f t  up your eyes and 
look from the p lace where you are, northwards and southwards and eastwards and 

Abraham’s 
Journey 



CHRISTADELPHIAN BIBLE COURSE 
Lesson 12 – God’s Promises to Abraham 

   Christadelphian Bible Mission Page 2 

westwards, for  a l l  the land that you see I  wi l l  g ive to  you  and to  your offspring  for 
ever .  I  w i l l  make your  offspr ing as  the dust  of the earth,  so that  i f  one can count 
the dust of the ear th,  your offspr ing a lso can be counted. Ar ise,  walk through the 
length and the breadth of the land, for  I  wi l l  g ive i t  to you’ ” (Genesis 13:14-17) .  

The land that God showed Abraham was the land of  Canaan. A careful  reading of  th is  
passage shows that God promised Abraham the land for ever .  This passage a lso says 
that the land would be given to Abraham’s  of fspr ing, so th is of fspr ing would share the 
land wi th Abraham. 
 

The promised child 
God had promised to make Abraham’s descendants in to a great  nat ion. He had also 
promised that Abraham’s of fspr ing would share the land of  Canaan with h im for  ever.  But  
Abraham had no chi ldren, and so in Genesis  15:4 God promised h im a son through whom 
these promises would come to pass (be fu lf i l led) .  
 
However ,  Abraham and Sarah were growing o lder and no chi ld was born to them. 
Romans 4:18-22 te l ls  us that i t  was not possible for  Abraham and Sarah to have a chi ld ,  
yet Abraham trusted God. Abraham was about 100 years old and h is wife about 90 when 
at last the promised son, Isaac, was miraculous ly born. However,  before Isaac ’s b ir th ,  
Abraham had taken Hagar, Sarah’s  servant ,  for  a wife.  She gave h im a son cal led 
Ishmael .  God said that Ishmael would be b lessed and have many descendants – many of  
the Arab nat ions are descended f rom him. But the Bib le is  c lear that God’s promises to 
Abraham would be fu lf i l led through Isaac (Genes is 17:15-21) .  
 
Genes is 22 shows us more about Abraham’s  remarkable fa i th .  As a test of  fai th,  God told 
Abraham to k i l l  h is son,  Isaac, as a sacr i f ice,  a l though the promises were to be fu lf i l led 
through Isaac. Abraham knew that God would keep His promises and so he was even 
prepared to of fer  up h is beloved son, bel iev ing that God would raise h im f rom the dead.  
W e are to ld th is  in  the New Testament :   

“By fai th Abraham, when he was tes ted, of fered up Isaac, and he who had received 
the promises was in the ac t of of fer ing up h is only son, of whom it  was said,  
‘Through Isaac shal l  your of fspr ing be named. ’ He considered that God was able 
even to raise him from the dead  …” (Hebrews 11:17-19).  

God was again pleased wi th Abraham’s fa i th  and obedience. Just as Abraham was about  
to  of fer  h is  son,  God provided him a lamb to sacr i f ice instead (Genes is 22:1-14) .  This  
pointed forward to the Lord Jesus as “ the Lamb of God, who takes away the s in of the 
wor ld”  (John 1:29) .  In  Genesis  22:15-18 we read about the promises that  God made to 
Abraham fol lowing th is tes t of  fa i th .  They include th is impor tant promise, which is  s imilar  
to  one made in chapter 12: 

“… and in your  offspr ing shal l  a l l  the nat ions of the earth be b lessed” (verse 18) .  

 

SOME OF GOD’S PROMISES TO ABRAHAM 

REFERENCE PROMISE 

Genes is  12:2; 13:16 Abraham’s descendants to become a great nat ion.  

Genes is  13:15;  15:7,18;  17:8 Abraham and h is  of fspr ing to inher i t  the land of  Israel 
(Canaan)  for ever .  

Genes is  12:3; 22:16-18 The whole wor ld to be b lessed through Abraham and h is 
of fspr ing. 

 

Understanding the promises 
1. Abraham’s descendants to become a great nat ion – The Bib le is  c lear that the Jews 
are descendants of  Abraham (see Abraham’s  family tree in Lesson 10) .  The Jews are the 
great nat ion promised to Abraham.  
 
2.  Abraham and his offspring to inherit  the land of Israel (Canaan) for ever – Acts  7 
te l ls  us that Abraham never received the land he was promised – and because Abraham 
is dead, he certa in ly could not inher i t  i t  for  ever!  But God never breaks His promises. To 
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possess the land for  ever,  Abraham needs to l ive for  ever .  So God was promising 
Abraham resurrec t ion f rom the dead and immorta l l i fe .  Jesus conf irms that Abraham wi l l  
be given a p lace in God’s k ingdom (Luke 13:28) .  Then Abraham wi l l  receive the land that 
he was promised. 
 
W hen Abraham was promised the land, God ended the promise wi th the words: “Ar ise,  
walk through the length and the breadth of  the land,  for  I  w i l l  g ive i t  to you”  (Genes is  
13:17) .  God was not  promis ing immortal l i fe in heaven but in the land which Abraham 
saw and walked through – the land we now cal l  Israel.  
 
The promise of  immorta l l i fe on ear th a lso appl ies to Abraham’s of fspr ing. W e talk  of  one 
sheep and many sheep, not many ‘sheeps ’!  Similar ly,  the word ‘of fspr ing’ ,  l ike the word  
‘seed’ in o lder  Engl ish vers ions of  the Bib le,  can mean one descendant or  many 
descendants . In  some passages i t  c lear ly refers to the fac t that  Abraham would have 
many descendants (ch i ldren, grandchi ldren, great grandchi ldren etc .)  but in others the 
word refers  to jus t one person. Galat ians 3:16 says: 

“Now the promises were made to Abraham and to h is of fspr ing.  I t  does not say,  
‘And to of fspr ings ’ referr ing to many, but  referr ing to one,  ‘And to your of fspr ing ’,  
who is  Chr ist . ” 

W e are told here that  the specia l (s ingular)  descendant  in some of  the promises is  the 
Lord Jesus Chr ist .  The promise that Abraham and h is  of fspr ing would l ive for  ever  in  the 
land of  Israel therefore also appl ies to the Lord Jesus Chr ist .  I t  is  only through th is 
spec ia l ‘son’  of  Abraham that these promises can be fu lf i l led.  Abraham can only be 
ra ised f rom the dead to l ive for  ever  because the Lord Jesus conquered s in and death. 
 
The fact that the Lord Jesus is  descended f rom Abraham is so important that i t  is  
recorded in the very f i rs t  verse of  the New Testament:  “Jesus Chr ist ,  the son of Dav id, 
the son of  Abraham” (Matthew 1:1).  
 
3. The whole world to be blessed through Abraham and his offspring – Another 
example of  where the word ‘of fspr ing’  refers to one person, the Lord Jesus,  is  in th is  
promise f rom Genes is  22:18 .  The apost le Peter quotes this  verse when preaching to the 
Jews and expla ins th is  promise: 

“You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God made with your  
fathers , say ing to Abraham, ‘And in your offspr ing shal l  a l l  the famil ies of the ear th 
be b lessed. ’ God, hav ing ra ised up h is servant (Jesus Chr is t) ,  sent  him to you f irs t ,  
to  b less you by turn ing every one of you from your wickedness” (Acts 3:25,26) .  

The apost le  Peter says: 

•  a l l  famil ies  of  the earth can be blessed through Abraham’s of fspr ing 

•  the of fspr ing that br ings the b less ing is  Jesus Chr is t  (see ear l ier  verses in  Acts  3) 

•  Jesus Chr ist  br ings the b less ing of  forg iveness of  s ins 

•  the of fer  of  forg iveness was f irs t  made to the Jews, but then extended to “a l l  the 
fami l ies  of the ear th” .  

 
The b less ing that the Lord Jesus 
br ings is  forg iveness of  s ins. This is  
the Gospel message taught by 
Jesus. Galat ians 3:8 shows that 
Abraham knew the Gospel and 
bel ieved i t !  
 
 

Abraham’s spiritual descendants – how we can share in the promises 
Although the Jews are Abraham’s natura l  descendants , bapt ized bel ievers f rom al l  
nat ions can also be h is ch i ldren – his sp ir i tual descendants – and so share in the 
promises:   

“For as  many of  you as were bapt ized in to Chr is t  have put  on Chr ist .  There is  
nei ther Jew nor Greek, there is  nei ther s lave nor free, there is  nei ther male nor 

Galatians 3:7-9 Know then that it is those of faith who 
are the sons of Abraham. And the Scripture, foreseeing 
that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the 
gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all 
the nations be blessed.”  So then, those who are of faith 
are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. 
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female, for  you are a l l  one in  Chr ist  Jesus.  And i f  you are Chr ist ’s ,  then you are 
Abraham’s  of fspr ing, heirs according to promise”  (Galat ians 3:27-29).  

W e also need to fo l low Abraham’s example of  fai th  and obedience (Galat ians 3:7-9).  
Thus we can become par t  of  the many of fspr ing of  Abraham – h is sp ir i tua l descendants – 
who wi l l  jo in wi th h im and l ive for  ever in the promised k ingdom on ear th when Chr ist  
Jesus returns. 
 
The hope of  the Gospel is  bui l t  upon the promises that God made to Abraham, through 
which people f rom al l  nat ions can be b lessed in Chr is t .  

 

GOD’S PROMISES TO ABRAHAM –  FULFILMENT 

PROMISE FULFILMENT 

Abraham’s descendants to become a great 
nat ion.  

Abraham’s natura l descendants through 
Isaac and Jacob are the Jews, but true 
bapt ized bel ievers f rom al l  nat ions can be 
Abraham’s spir i tua l  descendants. 

The whole wor ld to be b lessed through 
Abraham and h is  of fspr ing. 

Forg iveness of  s ins  through the Lord Jesus 
Chr is t .  

Abraham and h is  of fspr ing to inher i t  the 
land of  Israel (Canaan) for  ever.  

Resurrect ion f rom the dead for  Abraham and 
h is fa i thfu l  descendants, whether Jews or 
Gent i les . Immorta l  l i fe  in  God’s k ingdom on 
ear th,  with the Lord Jesus Chr is t .  

 

 

 

Verses to read:  
 
Psalm 105:8-11 
He remembers h is covenant for  ever ,  the word that he commanded, for  a thousand 
generat ions, the covenant that he made wi th Abraham, h is sworn promise to Isaac, which 
he conf irmed to Jacob as a s tatute,  to Is rael  as an ever last ing covenant ,  say ing,  “To you 
I  wi l l  g ive the land of  Canaan as your  port ion for  an inher i tance.”  
 
Also read Romans 4.  
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Verses to learn: Galatians 3:27-29  

For as many of you as were bapt ized into Chr ist  have put on Chr is t .  There is  neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is  neither s lave nor free, there is  neither male nor female, for  you are 
a l l  one in  Chr ist  Jesus. And i f  you are Chr ist ’s ,  then you are Abraham’s of fspr ing, heirs 
according to promise.  

Summary 

1.  Abraham was to ld by God to leave Ur and go to a country that  God would show him. 

2.  This country was the land of  Is rael.  God promised that  Abraham would possess i t  
for  ever .  

3.  God a lso promised that Abraham would have a son and that h is descendants would 
become a great nat ion. 

4.  God promised that Abraham’s specia l descendant would share the land wi th 
Abraham and be a b less ing to a l l  nat ions.  The New Testament  shows that th is  
spec ia l descendant is  the Lord Jesus Chr ist ,  who br ings forg iveness of  s ins. 

5.  I f  we belong to Chr is t  ( through bel ief  and bapt ism), we are counted as chi ldren of  
Abraham, and may share the promises made to him. 


