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SIGNS OF THE COMING OF JESUS CHRIST 

 

Reading: Luke 21 
 

The Lord Jesus will return to the earth 

The Bib le c lear ly shows that the Lord Jesus Chr is t  wi l l  return to the earth. His second 
coming is  par t  of  God’s p lan for  the wor ld. He wi l l  set up God’s k ingdom on earth. He wi l l  
be ‘King of  Kings ’,  ru l ing the wor ld f rom his throne in Jerusalem in the land of  Israel.  
This was the promise that God made to the Jews in Old Testament t imes, and i t  is  the 
message of  the New Testament .  The ear ly fo l lowers of  the Lord Jesus looked forward to 
the day when: 

“ the Lord h imsel f  wi l l  descend from heaven wi th a cry of command, with the voice of  
an archangel ,  and wi th the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Chr is t  wi l l  
r ise f i rs t ” (1 Thessalonians 4:16) .  

The second coming of  the Lord Jesus Chr is t  wi l l  be an amazing event that wi l l  change 
the l ives of  everyone who is  l iv ing on the earth at that t ime. 
 

When will the Lord Jesus return?  
W e do not know the exact  date of  Chr is t ’s  return. Jesus h imself  sa id, 

“But concerning that day and hour no one knows,  not  even the angels of heaven,  
nor  the Son,  but  the Father only ” (Matthew 24:36).    

W hen Jesus told h is d isc ip les that the great temple in Jerusalem would be destroyed,  
they asked, “Tel l  us , when will  these things be ,  and what wil l  be the sign of your 
coming  and of the c lose of  the age?” (Matthew 24:3) .   

 
The temple was indeed destroyed about 40 years  la ter  (AD 70),  when the Roman army 
at tacked Jerusalem and k i l led many thousands of  Jews. In h is answer, however,  Jesus 
d id not g ive any date for  th is destruc t ion but warned h is d isc ip les  of  events that would 
happen jus t before i t  began. To people who knew his  words and thought carefu l ly about  
them, h is  prophecy acted as a warning so that  they could escape f rom Jerusalem before 
the terr ib le s laughter  of  i ts  inhabitants  began. 
 
As wel l  as the warning s igns about the destruc t ion of  the temple, Jesus a lso spoke of  
s igns that would happen in the wor ld before h is return to the ear th. He d id th is so that  
the bel ievers l iv ing at  th is t ime wi l l  be ready when he comes. He ended h is answer by 
saying, 

“So also, when you see a l l  these th ings, you know that he is  near ,  at  the very  
gates” (Mat thew 24:33).   

W e bel ieve that  we are l iv ing at the t ime c lose to Chr ist ’s  return. The Bib le cal ls  th is 
t ime per iod ‘ the last days ’ .  Just as the d isc iples escaped the s laughter in Jerusalem 
because they ac ted upon Jesus’  words, so we need to watch for  the s igns of  h is second 
coming and prepare ourselves. 
 

What signs show that we are living in the last days? 

1. Signs about the Jews 
 

The Bible says that  in  the last  days before Chr ist ’s  return: 

(a)  the Jews wi l l  return to the land of  Israel 

(b)  the Jews wi l l  become a nat ion again in  their  own land 

(c)  Jerusalem wi l l  be f reed f rom its  enemies.  
 

(a)  The Jews were scat tered among the nat ions of  the wor ld in AD 135,  about 100 years 
af ter  they had put Jesus to death. From that t ime, for  near ly 2,000 years, they had no 
country of  their  own. But about 150 years ago the Jews began returning to their  land.  
This fu l f i ls  Bib le prophecy:                      
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“For behold,  days are coming,  dec lares the LORD, when I  wi l l  restore the for tunes 
of my people, Israel and Judah, says the LORD, and I  wil l  bring them back to the 
land  that  I  gave to their  fa thers,  and they shal l  take possession of it ” (Jeremiah 
30:3).  

(b)  In May 1948 the State of  Israel was set  up, even though many nat ions were strongly 
against the idea. So Israel  once again became a nat ion in  i ts  own land. Long before the 
b ir th of  Jesus, God had said that  th is would happen:     

“Behold, I  w i l l  take the people of Israel f rom the nat ions among which they have 
gone, and wi l l  gather them f rom al l  around, and br ing them to their  own land. And I  
wi l l  make them one nat ion in the land,  on the mounta ins of Israel” (Ezek ie l 
37:21,22) .  

(c)  Jerusalem is now the capi ta l c i t y of  the State of  
Israel.  Read the words of  Jesus in Luke 21:24 
about the scatter ing of  the Jewish people. He says 
that Jerusalem wi l l  be trampled underfoot  by the 
Gent i les  unti l  the t imes of  the Gent i le are 
fulf i l led  (anyone who is not a Jew by b ir th is  a 
Gent i le) .  For a lmost  2,000 years other nat ions 
control led Jerusalem and very few Jews l ived 
there. W hen the State of  Israel was formed in 1948, i ts  capita l  was the coasta l c i t y of  Tel 
Aviv.  However ,  in June 1967 the Jews fought the Six-Day W ar and part ia l ly f reed 
Jerusalem f rom Genti le nat ions. This a l lowed Jerusalem to become the capi ta l c i t y.  
These events  show that  the t imes of  the Gent i les  are near ly fu l f i l led (at an end) ,  and 
they are a c lear s ign that the coming of  the Lord Jesus is  near!   
 

2. Signs in our world 
(a)  People not interested in God 
 

Most people do not want to hear the t ruth wr i t ten in the Bib le. They do not want to know 
about Jesus Chr is t  return ing to set up God’s k ingdom on earth. They prefer to go their  
own way. They l is ten to anyone who wi l l  te l l  them what  they want to hear.  The apost le  
Paul  te l ls  us: 

“For the t ime is coming when people wi l l  not endure sound teaching,  but hav ing 
i tch ing ears they wi l l  accumulate for  themselves teachers to sui t  the ir  own 
pass ions, and wi l l  turn away from l is tening to the t ruth and wander off  into myths”  
(2 T imothy 4:3,4).  

The apost le Peter sa id that  in the las t days before the return of  the Lord Jesus people 
would mock God’s  W ord.  He said:   

“ that scof fers wi l l  come in the last days  wi th scoff ing (mock ing) ,  fo l lowing their  
own s inful des ires . They wi l l  say , ‘Where is  the promise of h is (Jesus ’)  coming?’ ” 
(2 Peter  3:3,4).   

This is  what people today say.  W e are in  the las t days!  
 
(b) Fal l ing moral standards 
 

The apost le  Paul descr ibed what the wor ld would be l ike in the las t  days: 

“But unders tand th is,  that in the last days  there wi l l  come t imes of d if f icu l ty .  For  
people wi l l  be lovers of se l f ,  lovers of  money, proud, arrogant,  abusive, d isobedient  
to their  parents , ungratefu l,  unholy ,  heart less, unappeasable, s landerous, without 
se lf-contro l,  bruta l,  not lov ing good, treacherous,  reck less,  swol len with concei t ,  
lovers  of p leasure rather than lovers of  God” (2 T imothy 3:1-4) .  

I t  is  l ike th is today.  This is  a d irect result  o f  people ignor ing God and His laws.  People 
lack  self -contro l .  They are greedy ( the Bib le cal ls  th is ‘covetousness’) .  They do not care 
how much others suf fer  as  long as they have the r iches or  power they  want .  
 
(c)  Troubles that world leaders cannot  solve  

Jesus knew that there were would be huge problems in the wor ld before his return. Look 
at Luke 21:25-28. Jesus ta lks about  s igns in the sun, moon and stars . These could be 

Luke 21:24 They will fall by the edge 
of the sword and be led captive among 
all nations, and Jerusalem will be 
trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, 
until the times of the Gentiles are 
fulfilled. 
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l i teral ,  but the heavenly bodies are sometimes used in the Bib le to represent  
governments  and organisat ions in our wor ld. Similar ly,  the roar ing of  the sea in th is  
passage could be l i tera l,  l ike the tsunami that k i l led thousands in December 2004, but i t  
can also refer to  unrest amongst the nat ions of  the wor ld (see Isa iah 57:20,21) .  
 
Jesus said that the nat ions would be in perp lexi ty.  The word ‘perp lex ity’  means ‘wi th no  
way out ’  – and that is  true of  the problems the wor ld faces today.  People cannot f ind a 
way out of  them. There are: 

•  problems of  pol lu t ion 

•  increas ing energy demands and decreas ing natura l resources (we are rapid ly 
us ing up o i l  and minera ls which can never  be replaced)  

•  v iolence and wars throughout the wor ld 
br inging suf fer ing and death 

•  problems of  terror ism and suic ide 
bombers 

•  d iseases l ike AIDS which af fec t huge 
numbers of  people   

•  m il l ions of  people s tarv ing, whi le others  
have p lenty to eat.  

 
Jesus a lso said that jus t before h is return 
people would be fa int ing wi th fear  at what was 
happening to the wor ld.  There is  no doubt that  
more and more people are worr ied about  the 
future of  the earth and can see no solut ion to i ts  
problems.  

 
So at a t ime when there seems to be no answer  
to a l l  these problems, the Son of  Man ( the Lord 
Jesus himself )  wi l l  re turn with power and great  
g lory (Luke 21:27).  We are very c lose to the t ime 
when the Lord Jesus Chr is t  wi l l  come! The 
prophet Daniel  spoke of  our t ime as “a t ime of 
t rouble, such as never has been” ,  and we know 
that  th is is  a true p icture of  the wor ld today.   
 

Note that  the “ t ime of t rouble”  in  th is passage must refer to the last  days before the 
return of  Chr is t ,  because the passage a lso speaks of  the resurrect ion of  the dead. This 
is  what  the Lord Jesus wil l  do when he returns f rom heaven. These verses show that the 
Lord ’s return is  very near .  
 

Israel and the nations 
The Jews have a lways been God’s witnesses ( Isa iah 43:10) and an important par t  of  His  
p lan wi th the wor ld. Israel  is  of ten in the news and we should watch what is  happening 
there because s ignif icant changes have to take p lace in Israel  immediately before the 
Lord Jesus returns. The modern State of  Israel is  one of  our  most important s igns today.  
 
Israel is  surrounded by enemies. Many Arab nat ions want to complete ly destroy the 
Jewish nat ion and re-possess the land which they cons ider to be theirs .  There is 
constant ly trouble and unrest  on Israel ’s  borders . 
 
The Arabs bel ieve that the land 
of  Israel  belongs to them, but 
long ago God promised i t  to the 
Jews. The struggle between 
Jews and Arabs cont inues.  
 
Eventual ly a l l  nat ions wil l  f ight 
against Israel .  Zechar iah 14:2-4 
is  a Bib le prophecy that has not  

Daniel  12:1,2  And there shall be a time 
of trouble, such as never has been since 
there was a nation till that time … and 
many of those who sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, 
and some to shame and everlasting 
contempt. 

Zechariah 14:2-4  For I will gather all the nations against 
Jerusalem to battle, and the city shall be taken and the 
houses plundered and the women raped. Half of the city shall 
go out into exile, but the rest of the people shall not be cut off 
from the city. Then the LORD will go out and fight against 
those nations as when he fights on a day of battle. On that 
day his (Jesus’) feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives … 

Luke 21:25-28 And there will be signs 
in sun and moon and stars, and on the 
earth distress of nations in perplexity 
because of the roaring of the sea and the 
waves, people fainting with fear and with 
foreboding of what is coming on the world. 
For the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken.  And then they will see the Son of 
Man coming in a cloud with power and 
great glory. Now when these things begin 
to take place, straighten up and raise your 
heads, because your redemption is 
drawing near. 
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yet  happened, but when i t  does,  the Lord Jesus wi l l  re turn and help his  people, the 
Jews. At that t ime the Lord Jesus wil l  also g ive immorta l l i fe to people f rom al l  nat ions 
who have fai thfu l ly prepared for  h is second coming.  Since th is t ime is near we need to 
be ready,  as we read in 2 Peter  3:11: 

“Since a l l  these things are thus to be d issolved, what sor t  o f  people ought you to be 
in l ives  of  hol iness and godl iness …” ?  

That  is  a quest ion we a l l  have to answer for  ourselves. 

 
 

A verse to learn: Luke 12:40 

You also must  be ready, for  the Son of  Man is coming at an hour  you do not expect.  

 

Verses to read: 
Matthew 24:1-14,  24-27, 29-30, 44 –  Page 1 of this lesson refers to this chapter. 
Jesus le f t  the  temple and was go ing away,  when h is  d isc ip les  came to  po in t  out  to  h im the  
bu i ld ings of  the temple.  But  he answered them,  “You see a l l  these,  do you not? Tru ly ,  I  say to  
you,  there wi l l  not  be le f t  here one s tone  upon another  that  wi l l  not  be th rown down. ”  
 
As he sat  on the  Mount  o f  Ol ives,  the d isc ip les  came to  h im pr ivate ly ,  say ing,  “Te l l  us ,  when wi l l  
these th ings be,  and what  wi l l  be the  s ign of  your  coming  and o f  the  c lose of  the  age?” And 
Jesus answered them,  “See that  no one  leads  you ast ray .  For  many wi l l  come in  my name,  
say ing,  ‘ I  am the Chr is t , ’  and  they wi l l  lead many ast ray .  And you  wi l l  hear  o f  wars  and rumours  
of  wars .  See that  you are not  a larmed,  for  th is  must  take p lace,  but  the end is  not  yet .  For  nat ion 
wi l l  r ise against  nat ion,  and k ingdom against  k ingdom, and there  wi l l  be famines and  
ear thquakes in  var ious p laces.  Al l  these are  but  the beginn ing of  the  b i r th  pa ins. ”  
 
“Then they wi l l  de l ive r  you up to  t r ibu la t ion and put  you to  death,  and  you wi l l  be hated by a l l  
nat ions for  my name’s  sake.   And then many wi l l  fa l l  away and betray one another  and hate one 
another .   And  many fa lse prophets  wi l l  ar ise and lead many ast ray .   And because lawlessness 
wi l l  be increased,  the love of  many wi l l  grow co ld .  But  the one who endures to  the end wi l l  be 
saved.  And th is  gospel  o f  the k ingdom wi l l  be proc la imed throughout  the whole wor ld  as  a  
tes t imony to  a l l  nat ions,  and then the end  wi l l  come. ”   
 
“For  fa lse  chr is ts  and  fa lse prophets  wi l l  a r ise  and per form great  s igns and wonders ,  so  as to  
lead ast ray ,  i f  poss ib le ,  even the e lec t .  See,  I  have to ld  you beforehand.  So,  i f  they say to  you,  
‘Look,  he is  in  the  wi lde rness, ’  do not  go out .  I f  they say,  ‘Look,  he is  in  the inner  rooms, ’  do no t  
be l ieve i t .  For  as  the l ightn ing comes f rom the east  and sh ines as far  as  the west ,  so wi l l  be the  
coming of  the Son o f  Man. ” 
 
“ Immediate ly  a f ter  the t r ibu la t ion of  those  days the sun wi l l  be  darkened ,  and the moon wi l l  no t  
g ive i ts  l ight ,  and the s tars  wi l l  fa l l  f rom heaven ,  and the powers of  the heavens wi l l  be shaken.  
Then wi l l  appear in  heaven the s ign of  the Son  of  Man,  and then a l l  the t r ibes of  the ear th  wi l l  
mourn,  and they wi l l  see the Son of  Man coming on the c louds of  heaven wi th  power and great  
g lory . ”   
 
“Therefore you a lso mus t  be ready,  fo r  the Son o f  Man is  coming a t  an hour  you do not  expect . ”   
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Summary 

W e do not know the exact  date when Chr ist  wi l l  return f rom heaven to the earth, but  
there are many s igns to show that h is coming is  near.  Here are some of  them. 

•  The return of  the Jews to their  land. 

•  The establ ishment of  the State of  Israel  in  1948. 

•  Jerusalem – the capita l of  Is rael s ince 1967.  

•  People not interested in God. 

•  Fal l ing moral  standards. 

•  W orld problems. 

•  People fearfu l of  the future. 

•  Israel ’s  enemies wai t ing to attack  her.  


