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Lesson 14

CHRISTIAN BAPTISM

During this Course the words ‘baptise’ and ‘baptibave occurred a number of times. There is no toub
that baptism has an important place in the Newahesnt, and it is clear that all Christian convdiks,

the Lord Jesus Christ himself, were baptised.

“Those who received his [Peter's] word were baptisand there were added that day about three
thousand souls (= people)” (Acts 2:41).

“But when they believed Philip as he preactieelgood news about the kingdom of God and the
name of Jesus Christ, they were baptised, both men and wom@ts 8:12).

“. .. many of the Corinthians hearing Pdudlieved and werebaptised” (Acts 18:8).
Belief and baptism

Note that belief comes before baptism. There ikingtin the Bible about baptising infants, a preeti

which began long after New Testament times, andhvhias based on the mistaken belief that infants
have immortal souls. Before being baptised a pensast be able to know and understand “the good news
of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Chasidl to believe in God’s promises. To have such
faith means we believe what God has revealed to us.

Theword of God

We cannot know the gospel taught by Jesus andottetlas without learning from God’s word. Bible is
the inspired word of God, and contains all thatésessary for our salvation. Jesus himself knew and
believed the Old Testament, which was his Biblel lais answers to many questions began with the
words,“Have you notread?” (Matthew 19:4). After his resurrection Jesus ragtethat some of his
disciples were so slow to understand and beliduwaat the Bible taught about him (Luke 24:25-27).
Unless our faith is based on the word of God érigpty. Sadly, over time, the truth of God’s wordswa
adapted by the church to fit in with people’s wishigor example, belief in an immortal soul was papu
and the church absorbed it. Worship of a femaltydeas a characteristic of many ancient religi@®vs.
the worship of the virgin Mary was introduced. Meare frequently elevated to the status of godhén t
ancient world (for example the Roman Caesars)t Seeimed perfectly normal to decide that Jesus was
actually God Himself, although the Bible reveals s the Son of God.

That is why, if we want to worship God “in spirit@in truth”, we must read His word and study its
message. We have to renounce the false teachihg aghurches and believe what the word of God
reveals.

This should lead to repentance, which means

(1) We accept that we have been going our own natyGod’s way. Because sin separates us from God
we need the forgiveness of our sififwe confess our sins, he is faithful and jusfdogive us our sins

and cleanse us from all unrighteousnegk’'John 1:9). Of course, an infant cannot undedstemat sin

and confession is all about.

(2) Baptism is the turning point, when we leaveibélthe broad road that leads to death, and take th
narrow road that leads to life (Matthew 7:13,14)isTnew life is now under the direction of Chrigte
will try to follow his commandments and his examMénhen we fail, we know that because we are
baptized into his name, we can be forgiven and iemazod's family.

Baptism and immersion

It is clear that in the early church, baptism mdaihg completely submerged in water. An example of
this is when Philip the preacher was instructedmangel to meet &ithiopian, a eunuch, a court
official of Candace, queen of tBghiopian,” who was‘seated in his chariot, and he was reading the
prophet Isaiah.”(Acts 8:27,28).



He had been reading the Isaiah 53, which speaiaeofvho'like a sheep was led to the slaughter ... ."
Philip began to teach him from the Scripttine good news about Jesus. As they were goingyaios
road they came to some water, and the eunuch ‘Sed, here is water. What prevents me from being
baptised? . . . and they both went down into theery&hilip and the eunuch, and he baptised h{méts
8:26-38).

Jesus himself was baptised in the river Jordantfidat 3:13-17). Notice also thigter on, when John the
Baptist was baptising, he was at a place calleAgbhecause water was plentiful ther¢John 3:23). It
had to be enough to completely immerse people.

To increase our understanding of the meaning dfisrapwe turn to the Bible again:

“All of us who were baptised into Christ Jesus wieaptised into his death. We were buried therefore
with him by baptism into death in order that, jastChrist was raised from the dead by the glorhef
Father, we too might walk in newness of lifRbdmans 6:3)

Immersion, a burial in water, is necessary as absyiof the death of our old life, and coming outluod
water is a symbol of the beginning of a new lifeCinrist. It also means that just as Christ wasthfsom
the dead to eternal life, we also have hope digi§iom the dead to eternal life, at his return.

“If we have been united with him in a death like,hive shall certainly be united with him in a
resurrection like his” (Romans 6:5).

Clearly the sprinkling of a few drops of water bie forehead of an infant takes away the essential
meaning of baptism, and destroys the symbolisrhefict. Coming up out of the water, we are new
creatures in the sight of God.

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a newatien. The old has passed away; behold, the new has
come.” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

“I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longkewho live, but Christ who lives in me. And tHe li
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the SorGad, who loved me and gave himself for me”
(Galatians 2:20).

Baptism is therefore an act of union with Chrisithhin his death and in his resurrection. By thion we
are brought into the family of God, the househdléhith. We can now call God our Father, and sdrive
as His sons and daughters. There is among us rierbarclass, colour or gender—we are “all one in
Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28). Through baptisnares‘in Christ”, heirs of the promises made to
Abraham:

“For in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God thrbugith. For as many of you as were baptised into
Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew Goeek, there is neither slave nor free, thereds n
male and female, for you are all one in Christ 3e9And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s
offspring, heirs according to promise.” (GalatiaB6-29).

There remains then for all of us the question, “Vehy| not truly baptised?” Let nothing stand in you
way. If you truly believéthe good news of the Kingdoaf God and the name of Jesus Chrigtts
8:12), follow him along the path which leads toth# blessings of that Kingdom.

Summary

Christian baptism is by immersion in water, and hfiokkow knowledge, understanding and belief in the
things concerning the Kingdom of God and the nafrlesus Christ. It is a symbol of death and
resurrection, and following baptism the believegibe a new life in the family of God.

Questions
01 Why is knowledge and understanding of the gospe¢ssary for baptism to have any meaning?

02 How does baptism become the beginning of alifiewn Christ?



