SATAN AND GENESIS CHAPTER 3
SATAN

‘Satan’ is a Hebrew word and simply means ‘adversary’ or ‘enemy’ or ‘one who opposes’. This word is found in Numbers 22:22 where it has been translated as ‘adversary’ (and not kept as ‘satan’.)

Read Numbers 22:21-34.

a) Who is acting as a satan, or adversary, here?

b) What is strange about the donkey?

c) Why do you think the Lord Jesus called the Apostle Peter ‘Satan’ in Matthew 16:23?

d) Can the word ‘satan’ be used to describe good people?

GENESIS CHAPTER 3

Read this chapter first.

1. a) Was the serpent an animal or a supernatural evil being?
    b) If it was an animal, how could it talk? 
        If it was a supernatural evil being, where did it come from?

2. a) What tree was in the middle of the Garden of Eden? (see also    Genesis:2:15-17).
    b) What other special tree was there?

     3. Why did the woman want to eat the fruit?

     4. a) Did the serpent make Eve take the fruit?

         b) Did Adam decide for himself whether or not to take the fruit?

     5. What effect did eating the fruit have on Adam and Eve?

6. Do you think it was God Himself who was in the Garden talking to Adam     and Eve or one of His angels? (See I Timothy 6:15,16)

7. a) Who or what did Adam blame for his sin?

b) Who or what did Eve blame for her sin?

c) Who is to blame when we sin?
8. Look carefully at verse 15 which is part of God’s punishment of the serpent. It is also a prophecy about the Lord Jesus.
a) ‘I will put enmity between you and the woman.’ Who is ‘You’ in this and what does it mean?

b) People think the offspring of the serpent represents sin or very sinful people like the scribes and the Pharisees that John the Baptist and Jesus describe as a brood of vipers. (Matthew 3:17; 12:34; 23:33) What do you think of these ideas? 
c) Many people think that the Lord Jesus is ‘the seed of the woman’. What does Luke 3:23-38 show?

d) ‘He (the woman’s seed) will crush your (the serpent’s) head.’ Explain how this refers to the crucifixion of Jesus.

9. What was the punishment for Eve?

     10. What punishment was given to Adam?

11.  What was to happen to Adam when he died?

12. What does Romans 5:12 say about sin and death?

13. What happens to people when they die?

14. Is death the end of everything for everyone?
15. God provided something for Adam and Eve which involved sacrifice.  
a) What was it?

b) To what does this point forward?

     16. Why were Adam and Eve thrown out of the Garden of Eden?

