THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS – LUKE 16:19-31.
Read the passage before answering the questions.

1. Is this a parable or a true story? (As well as thinking about the details recorded in the passage compare verse 19 with verse 1.)

2. According to Luke 16 what happened to:

a) Lazarus the beggar when he died

b) the rich man when he died?

3. What do Genesis 13:14-17 and Acts 7:2-5 tell us about what God promised Abraham? Where was the land? When will Abraham inherit it?

4. What actually happened to Abraham when he died? Is he in heaven now? Are the righteous carried by angels to Abraham’s side (or bosom) when they die?

5. Do you think that by dipping his finger in water Lazarus could help the rich man’s agony?
6. Was Abraham able to speak in the time of Jesus?

7. In the time of Jesus, could dead men, like Lazarus, go back to preach to the living? Can the dead speak to us now? [See Psalm 146:3,4; Isaiah 38:18,19.]
8. Does anyone (or any part of dead people) go to heaven when they die? If not, what happens to people when they die? [See Acts 2:29,34 to read about David, a man after God’s own heart. See also Psalm 6:5, Psalm 115:17, Ecclesiastes 9:5.]

9. What requests does the rich man make in verses 27-30?

10. Did the leaders of the Jews in the time of Jesus listen to ‘Moses and the Prophets’?

11. a) Who did Jesus raise from the dead in John 11?
b) Did the chief priests and the Pharisees repent at this miracle? [See John 11:45-53 and John 12:9-11.]

12. When will the righteous and the wicked be judged – as soon as they die or when the Lord Jesus returns? [See 2 Timothy 4:1; John 5:28,29.]

13.  The word ‘hell’ in verse 23 is the Greek word ‘Hades’ which simply means ‘the grave’. ‘Hell’ is also used for the Greek word ‘Gehenna’. To what does this refer?

14. Will the wicked be punished by burning for ever?

15. a) Why do you think Jesus told this parable?
b) Why do you think he used ‘picture language’?

c) Who or what do you think the rich man represents?

16. From your study of this passage make a list of reasons why it cannot be taken literally.

